SPARTA TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION
Tuesday, May 13, 2025
7 P.M.

Sparta Township Hall
160 East Division Street
Sparta, Mi 49345

This meeting can be viewed live or recorded at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu9b0agfREMO2k7rdmX3TLA

L Call to Order

1L, Pledge of Allegiance

III.  Additions or Corrections to Agenda

IV.  Minufes of April 8, 2025, Regular Meeting
V. Public Comment (for items on the agenda)
V1.  Business Items

A. Public Hearing: Zoning Ordinance Amendment Dwellings and Accessory Building
Regulations

Review of Planning Commission Bylaws
Review of Bed & Breakfast as a Special Land Use in C-1

Discussion on Short Term Rentals

m o 0 W

Review of Outdoor Gathering Regulations
VH. Public Comment (for items on or not on the agenda}
VIHI. Staff and Commissioner Comments

IX,  Adjournment

Pending: Legal Review of Master Plan






MINUTES OF THE SPARTA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting of Tuesday, May 13, 2025, 7 pm
Sparta Township Hall, 160 E. Division St., Sparta MI

This meeting could be viewed live or recorded at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuSb0agfR6m02k7rdmX3TLA

Present: Chairperson Terry Hartman {9/25), Vice Chalrperson Tim Driscoll (9/25),
‘Secretary Linda Anderson (9/25), Township Board Trustee Barb Johnson (12/28),
Commissioners Don Doyle (9/27), and Dale Flanery (9/27)
Also Present: Sparta Township Supervisor Dale Bergman, Zoning Administrator/Planner Kevin

Yeomans of Fresh Coast Planning, Sparta Township Board Trustee Rob Steffens,
and Recording Secretary Toni Potes

Absent: Commissioner Ken Humphreys (9/27)

I. /1. Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance: Chairperson Hartman called the meeting to order
at 7:00 pw, followed by the Pledge of Aliegiance.

[l. Additions or Corrections to Agénda: Motion by Doyle, second by Anderson, to approve
the Agenda as written. Motlon carried unanimously.

IV. Minutes of April 8, 2025, Regular Meeting: Motion by Johnson, second by Flanery, to
approve the Minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

V. Public Comment (for items on the Agenda): None.

V1. Business ltems

A. Review of Requirements for all Dwellings and Accessory Building Regulations:
Zoning Administrator/Planner Yeomans reviewed the proposed changes made since the
last meeting and discussed a definition of a through-lot situation, i.e. the driveway being
considered the front yard, and accessory building provisions.

Mike Badgerow, of 4126 Church Hill Road, commented on corner and rear-lot piacement.
Bill Brown, of 4557 10 Mile Road, asked about the size of building allowed per lot size.

Motion by Johnson, second by Anderson, to schedule the matter for public hearing with
the addition in the document of a through-lot definition. Motion carried unanimously.

B. Review of Planning Commission Bylaws: Zoning Administrator/Planner Yeomans will
draft language for the document regarding public comment,

C. Review of Planning Commission Worklist: The Commissioners reviewed, prioritized
and removed items from the 2023 Work List. To be addressed as top priorities are
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Outdoor Gatherings Amendment, Bed & Breakfast in C1 as Special Land Use, Short-Term
Rentals, and Sliding Scale Provisions.

VH. Public Comment;

Brian Cook, of 128 W, Northland Drive, Newaygo, questioned on behalf of his client the
timeline of adoption of a barndominium ordinance. Public hearing may be moved on next
month, Board review in July, and possibly effective in July 2025.

Bill Brown suggested that footage/acreage be considered for parking for outdoor venues.
Short-term rentals should respect the neighbors and the land, and they would be
convenient and helpful. He complemented the Planning Commission on progressing well.
Zoning Administrator/Planner Yeomans clarified that outdoor gatherings and venues are
two different items.

VIIL. Staff and Commissioner Comments: No action taken.

IX. Adjournment: Motion by Driscoll, second by Johnson, to adjourn at 7:44 pm. Motion carried
unanimously. The next regular meeting of the Sparta Township Planning Commission wil
be Tuesday, June 10, 2025, at 7 pMm.

Respectfully submitted,

—Toni Potes
Recording Secretary
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Fresh Coast
Planning

119 12 Washingien Avenue, Studio B
Grand Haven, Ml 49417
www.freshcoastplanning.com

Gregory L. Ransford, MPA
616-638-1240
greg@freshcoasiplanning.com

Julie Lovelace
616-914-.0922
julie@freshecastplanning.com

Kevin Yeomans
616-821-4969
kevin@freshcoastplanning.com

Alexis Gulker
616-773-4638
alexls@freshcoastplanning.com

MEMORANDUM

To: Sparta Township Planning Commissio

From: Kevin Yeomans )

Date: 5/29/2025

Re: Amendment to Dwetlling and Accessory Building Regulations

At your May 13, 2025, meeating, the Planning Commission reviewed a draft zoning ordinance
amendment that would change the regulations for dwellings and accessory bulldings. As
proposed the amendment will have the following general impacis:

1 Dwellings wili no longer be required to be bullt on top of a basement or crawl space.

2. Accessory buildings can be attached or detached, there will be no differentiation based
on whether the accessory building is a garage, pole bars, or shed.

3. Property owners will be provided with more flexibility In how they build their garages
and pele barns. For example, instead of being limited to a 1,200 square foot garage, a property
owner could build a larger garage as long as it complies with the regulations for the size
property they own,

4, Property owners will be provided with more combined square footage for Accessory
Buildings.

Updates to Proposed Language

Based on the directions of the Planning Commission at your May 13, 2025 meaeting the
following updates have been made,

A, Definitions for Interior Lot and Through Lot will be added to the Zoning Ordinance.

B. Language will be added to Section 154.258 — Lots to clarify how required vards are
established on Through Lots,

C. Language has been added to Section 154.252 — Accessory Buildings and Uses to clarify
required setbacks for accessory buildings on Through Lots

Next Steps

After the conclusion of the Public Hearing for the proposed amendment. The Planning
Commission will need to determine whether any additional changes need to be made or if
the amendment is ready to be recommended to the Township Board for approval.

Draft Motlon

if the Planning Commission determines that no further changes are needed, the following
motion may be used to recommend approval to the Township Board

Move to recommend adoption of the Dwelling and Accessory Building
Requirements Amendment to the Township Board, as written.



Please let us know if you have any questions.

KLY
Planner

CC Dale Bergman, Township Supervisor
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SPARTA TOWNSHIP
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

(Dwelling and Accessory Building Requirements Amendment)

(Ordinance No. )

Ata meeting of the Township Board for Sparta Township held at the Township

- offices on | , 2025, beginning at __ p.am., this Ordinance was offered for

adoption by Township Board Member and was seconded by Township Board
Member | .

AN ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO AMEND THE.
SPARTA TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE, AS
AMENDED, REGARDING DWELLING
REQUIREMENTS,:"- ACCESSORY"  BUILDING
REQUIREMENTS, AN]B SIMILAR MATTL‘RS

THE TOWNSHIP OF SPARTA (the “TOWNSHIP-’?) ORDAINS:

Article 1 — Definitions — W(n ds and Terms Deﬁned

Section 154 006 of the Zoning O1dmance of the: Townslnp of Sparta is hereby amended to

revise the fo_‘llo.wmg‘terms and_ their related deﬁmtmns.

TACCESSIQRY BUILE'ING. A 'B-uilding, portion of a building, or structure
.. "IOQ.aied ;n the sandé _lot-”‘\'x-rith the principal or main building and which is
subord‘i-r._llate to theprincipal or main building. Accessory Buildings include, but
are not lilhift'éé to, garages (attached or detached), pole barns, sheds, gazebos,

5

and chicken coops.

DWELLING or APARTMENT., A building or a portion thereof designated or
used exclusively as a tresidence or sleeping place for one or more persons,

including one-family, two-family, and multiple dwellings, apartment hotels



with .‘cooking facilities, boarding and lodging houses and mobile homes used
for such purposes, but not including motels, motor hotel, tourist rooms, travel
trailers, motor homes, trailers or truck campers, Every DWELLING shall have
a minimum width of at least twenty-two (22) feet for its entire length and a
minimum of a double pitched roof of not less than two and___one—haif feet of rise
for each twelve (12) feet of run, and shall have a roof: -oxfefiiaiig'o;f not less than

six inches on all sides.

Article 2 — Definitions — Words and Terms Deﬁned"

Section 154.006 of the Zoning Oldmance of the Townshm of Sparta is- helebv amended by

the addition of the terms and their assocmted deﬁmtlons whlch Shdll read in their entirety as

follows:

LOT, INTERIOR. A Iot othel thau a comei‘ lot wlnch with the exception of a

thmu,qh lot » has only one lot lme ﬁonhng on a Dub ic or private street.

LOT, THROUGH., An interior lot l]‘&ifil}g frontage on two or more streets.

Article 3 - Lots

Sec‘tidl_l‘ 154258 of the Z'é‘ning Ordinance of the Township of Sparta is hereby amended to

read in its entirety: .

(A) All HLots shall ﬁaﬁe a buildable area. The net buildable area of a {L.ot shall be a contiguous
piece of land excluding land subject to flooding six months of the year, poor drainage, steep
slopes, rock outcrops and land encumbered by easements preventing the use of the land. In
no case shall the net buildable area of a lot be less than 15,000 square feet unless otherwise

specified herein.



(B) No lot shall be created that does not meet the minimum lot size and dimensional regulations
of this chapter.

(C)On a eCorner tLot, each ILot {Line that abuts a street shall be deemed to be a §Front Lot
ILine, and the required yard along both lot frontages shall be a required front yard. The
owner shall elect, and so designate in his or her application. for a permit, which of the
remaining two required yards shall be the required side yard h‘arid"which the required rear

yard.

(CY(D)___ Ona Through Lot, the Lot Line that abiits the street for which the Lot is addressed

shall be considered the front ot line, and tliei"equhfed vard shall befcgns';derad;d front yvard.

The lot line opposite the front lot litte shall be coﬁéidf:'m—:d a rear lot line; and the required

vard shall be considered a reaf vard. The remaining vards shall beconsidered side yards.

BYE)  Cul-de-sacLots

(1) Alot _shall;-‘bé considered td bea cul—tAle—.sac‘ lot:if the lot has more than one-half of
its 116‘?:111if§d '1'9_ad frontage oﬁ-the-: cui—de;’—;séé. The one-half required road frontage
‘ _-s.ﬁal'i-Lbe de"éerrﬁiﬁed prior to rétiﬁ;:ing the required frontage permitted by division
(D)(3) below. Tliﬁé-,r.if the 1‘ecjuifed road frontage is 150 feet, the lot must have more
-th_e}m"ﬁ?"S..feét of road fg,dntage on the cul-de-sac portion in order to qualify for the
'Zré:dﬁ"c_,tign in tot_a'l'.r;o'ad frontage as specified in division (D)(3) below.
2) Thel culde-sac .shall be determined to commence at the intersection of the radius of
the cul de-sac with the street right-of-way line.
(3) A lot on a cul-de-sac shall have road frontage on a cul-de-sac that is not less than

60% of the minimum lot width required for the zoning district in which it is located.

Article 42 — Accessory Buildings and Uses




Section 154.252 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Sparta is hereby amended to

read in its enfirety:
Section 154.252 Accessory Buildings and Uses

(A)In any zoning district, an accessory building may be erected detached from the
permitted principal building or as an integral part bf.r the permitted principal
building. When erected as an integral part of the"lpermitt‘eld“ 'principal building, it
shall comply in all respects with the requirsmenféof iﬁtf_lis 'Orclzi‘nancg,applicable to
the permitted principal building, N ] V. N

(B) Setbacks

(1) No accessory building_ 01"a-‘.(.:cessory ﬁéé--éﬂall_be erected orl‘conducted within
five (5) feet of any o;cflér building. N |

(2) No detacheci‘ ?GC‘essory buﬂding or accessory use shall be erected or
conducted in an_‘,-r ‘ffoxllit y‘ard unies&sﬂch laccesscny building or accessory use
.is'i égféback at least thréé Tundred (300) feet away from the public road or

privateu's‘:h'get upon which the lot involved is located.

@Aecessmy Bﬁimﬁ}g or accessory uses, on an Interior Lot, within an
agricultural _()r"i'esidential zoning district shall not be conducted within ten
:(10) feet of any side and/or rear lot line.

Sy Accessory building or accessory uses, on a Through Lot, within an

agricultural or residential zoning district shall comply with the rear setbacks

for a principal building and shall not be conducted within ten (10) feel of

any side ot line




@(5)  Accessory building or accessory uses within a commercial or
industrial zoning district shall comply with the same side and rear setbacks
as the permitted principal building.

(C) Height

(1) Accessory Buildings used in a bone fide agricultural operation are exempt
from the maximum sidewall height requﬁ‘éhie‘lits of this Section but shali
not exceed a total height of thirtyHﬁj.__(e (3 S)gfe'et‘, measured-from the existing
grade to the peak of the roof. o a |

(2) Detached accessory builgﬁﬂé side wall height, as meagﬂ_\}lllje“d ﬁom tﬁe existing
grade to the bearing p;iﬂt of the roof ;truss, shall not exceed sixteen (16)
feet. |

3) Attached accessory buﬂdlﬁg 31de wall height, as s measured from the existing
g1a&e to the bealmg pomt of the roof truss, shall not exceed sixteen (16) feet

N 011 ‘fhe_ sidewall height Qf the P-mnmpal Building to which it is attached,

S whic?ﬁ%rér -is 'greater.
(4) Total accessory- buﬂdmg height, measured from the existing grade to the
peak of thc 1oof shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet. |
(5) No acces’smy building shall be used for, or occupied as, a dwelling.
(D) Ma);ifnum S'qﬁare Footage and Number of Accessory Buildings

(i)"'Aocessmy Buildings used in a bone fide agricultural operation are exempt

from the maximum square footage and maximum number of accessory

building requirements of this Section.



(2) .In addition to the requirements of Section 154.252 (A)-(D), accessory
buildings in agricultural and residential Zoning Districts shall comply with

the following:

Lessthanone(l)acre inarea. - o ‘ZSOOSquarefeet B

One (1} acre or greater, but Iess than 3

3,30@ square feet
| one and one-half (1.5) acres.

One and one-half {1.5) acres or

3 3,800 square feet
greater, but less than two (2) acres. - e N
Two (2] acres or greater, but less than 3 4,400 square feet
| two and one-half (2.5) acres. e e e e e e
Two and one-half {2.5) acres or 3 4,800 square feet
_greater, but less than three (3)acres. e
Three (3) acres or greater, but [ess L 3

5, 200 square feet
_than three and one-half (3.5} acres. o

Three and one-half {3.5) acres or 3 5,600 square feet
greater, but less than four {4 )acres - S S
Four (4) acres or greater, butless than o a " 6,000 square feet
fourand one-half {4.5)agres. . o |

Four and one-half (4.5) acres or 4 6,400 square feet

_greater, but less than five (5) acres. o o o

Five (5) acres or greater, but- Iess than 4 3.0% of Lot Area
fifteen (18)acres. © oo T .
__Flfteen (15) acres or greater o 5 ~ 3.0% of Lot_A_rea

Article 53 — Cbnﬂi’cting Ordinances. -
All other ordiﬁances and parts of ordinances, or amendments thereto, in conflict

with the provisions of'this ordinance are hereby repealed.

Article 64 — Severability.

If any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment is declared to

be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, that declaration shall



not affect the remainder of the Ordinance/ordinance amendment, The Township Board hereby
declares that it would have passed this Ordinance/ordinance amendment and each patt, section,
subsection, phrase, sentence and clause irrespective of the fact that any one or more parts, sections,

subsections, phrases, sentences or clauses be declared invalid,

Article 74+ — The Balance of the Sparta Township Code of Ordinariees (as amended) Remains
Unchaneed and in Fffect. ‘ '

Except as expressly amended by this Ordinance/ ordinaﬁc‘e amendment, the balance of the

Sparta Township Code of Ordinances, as amended, remai’ns uncha‘ngéd:énd-in full force.and effect.

Article 812 — Effective Date. S o -

This Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall become.'éffective upon the eXpiration of seven
(7) days after this Ordinance/ordingiice amendment (or a sommary thereof) appears in the

newspaper as provided by law. .

The vote to adopt this Ordinanéé/ordinance amendmeﬁt was as follows:

YEAS:

NAYS:..' L

ABSTAIN/ABSENT:

THIS ORDINANCE/ORDINANCE AMENDMENT IS HEREBY DECLARED

ADOPTED.



CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Ordinance/Ordinance amendment
adopted by the Township Board for Sparta Township at the time, date, and place specified above
pursuant to the required statutory procedures.

Respectfully submitted,

By _ ,
Marcy Savage IR,
Sparta Township Clerk " "




SPARTA TOWNSHIP
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

(Dwelling and Accessory Building Requirements Amendment)

(Ordinance No. )

Ata meeting of the Township Board for Sparta Township held at the Township
offices on , 2025, beginning at  p.m, this( :,Oi%'d.inance was offered for
adoption by Township Board Member and was secondédv:by Township Board
Member o

" AN ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO AMEND THE
SPARTA TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE, AS
AMENDED, REGARDING  DWELLING
REQUIREMENTS, ACCESSORY -~ BUILDIN'G '
REQUIREMENTS, AND SIMILAR MATTERS

THE TOWNSHIP OF SPARTA (the “TOWNSHIP”) ORDAINS

Atticle 1 — Definitions — Wo1ds and Terms Deﬁned ’f.=
Section 154, 006 of the Zoning OLdmance of the Township of Sparta is hereby amended to

revise the followmg telms and their related: deﬁmuons

' -ACCESSORY BUI'LDING A buﬂding, portion of a building, or structure

- located on the same lot. w1th the principal or main building and which is
‘ J .

submdmate to the p11n01pa1 or main building. Accessory Buildings include, but

are not‘ hnnt_ed 10, galages (attached or detached), pole barns, sheds, gazebos,

and chicken coops.

DWELLING or APARTMENT. A building or a portion thereof designated or
used exclusively as a residence or sleeping place for one or more persons,

including one-family, two-family, and multiple dweilings, apartment hotels



with cooking facilities, boarding and lodging houses and mobile homes used
for such purposes, but not including motels, motor hotel, tourist rooms, travel
trailers, motor homes, trailers or tiruck campers. Every DWELLING shall have
a minimum width of at least twenty-two (22) feet for its entire length and a
minimum of a double pitched roof of not less than two and one-half feet of rise
for each twelve (12) feet of run, and shall have a roof overﬁaﬁg of not less than

stx inches on all sides.

Article 2 — Definitions — Words and Terms Defined

Section 154.006 of the Zoning Ordinance of__tli‘e Township of Spatta is hereby amended by
the addition of the terms and their associated deﬁﬂitiqns;‘:'ivhfch shall 1'ea.d.in their entirety as

follows:

LOT, INTERIOR. A lot ;Q’éh'er thqn-jai E-*,:O{ner lot {vhi_ch, with the exception of a

“through lot,” has only one lot Hne fronting oii'a public or private street.
LOI,THROUGH. An interior lot having frontage on two or more streets.

Article 3 —Lots

Section 154.258 of the{Zon.iﬁg”'Ordinance of the Township of Sparta is hereby amended to

read in its éiiﬁi‘fety:
(A)All Lots shall have-a buildable arca. The net buildable area of 2 Lot shall be a contiguous
| piece of land excluding land subject to flooding six months of the year, poor drainage, steep
slopes, rock outcrops and land encumbered by easements preventing the use of the land. In

no case shall the net buildable area of a lot be less than 15,000 square feet unless otherwise

specified herein,



(B) No lot shall be created that does not meet the minimum lot size and dimensional regulations
of this chapter, '

(C) On a Corner Lot, each Lot Line that abuts a street shall be deemed to be a Front Lot Line,
and the required yard along both lot frontages shall be a required front yard. The owner
shall elect, and so designate in his or her application for a permit, which of the remaining
two required yards shall be the required side yard and whichqf/}"i’e‘i:required rear yard.

(D)On a Through Lot, the Lot Line that abuts the street f(_)l‘ which theLllolt is addressed shall be
considered the front lot line, and the required yard :ﬂé.heﬁI'bé-.coﬁ:siéered_a frcl):n’c_yard. The lot
line opposite the front lot line shall be considered a rear lot lme and the 1equued yald shalI
be considered a rear yard. The remaining yeﬁds Shall be 00n81deled Slde yards.

(B) Cul-de-sac Lots .- .

(1) A lot shall be consid;red t0 be‘é;fg_l cul—de~sa.10.‘ _1%)t if the lot has more than one-half of
its required roa;i ﬁ;oﬁfage on: the .cul-dea’§ac. Th’e' one-half required road frontage
shall be detelmmed prior to reducmg the requned frontage permitted by division
(D)(3) below Thus ifthe 1equ11 ed road ﬁontage is 150 feet, the lot must have more
than 75 feet of load flontage on the cul-de-sac portion in order to qualify for the
reduction in total rbad fr(jntage as speciﬁed in division (D){3) below.

(2) The cul-de-sac shall be determined to commence at the intersection of the radius of
the oul—de -sae w1th the street right-of-way line.

(3)Alotona cul~de~sac shall have road frontage on a cul-de-sac that is not less than

60% of the minimum lot width required for the zoning district in which it is located,

Article 4 — Accessory Buildings and Uses




Section 154,252 of the Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Sparta is hereby amended to

read in its entirety:
Section 154.252 Accessory Buildings and Uses

(A)In any zoning disfrict, an accessory building may be erected detacﬁed from the
permitted principal building or as an integral part of ‘the permitted principal
building. When erected as an integral part of the pe‘rm:i-ﬁ;ed‘ principal building, it
shall comply in all respects with the requi-remc;ltsrof-_th‘ils _Ordiﬂanc_e applicable to
the permitted principal building. : o

(B) Setbacks

(1) No accessory building or acceés:ol;jlr' use éhhl,l-be erectéd}.()r 'c.onducted within
five (5) feet of any othier building: e o |

(2) No deta_chéci' accessmﬁb}‘t.ﬂding (;r; -apcgssoﬁ use shall be erected or
conducted in any -frohf yard uﬁless :éruch ‘a.c.cessory building or accessory use

o :is.setback at least thi:éc;,_hmldred; (300) feet away from the public road or
plz"iv'é.l_té-»street upon which fhe 'l.bt involved is located.

(3)"- Access.élvgfi_é__building_- or accessory uses, on an Interior Lot, within an
agricuituralgr; fééidential zoning district shall not be conducted within ten
(10) feetE Eof any side and/or rear lot line.

(@) AQCéSQOf}f building or accessory uses, on a Through Lot, within an

agricultural or residential zoning district shall comply with the rear setbacks
for a principal building and shall not be conducted within ten (10) feet of

any side ot line



(5) Accessory building or accessory uses within a commetrcial or industrial
zoning district shall comply with the same side and rear setbacks as the
permitted principal building,

(C) Height

(1) Accessory Buildings used in a bone fide agticultural operation are exempt
from the maximum sidewall height requireménts of this Section but shall
not exceed a total height of thirty-five (35) feet, measﬁred from the existing
grade fo the peak of the roof. - |

(2) Detached accessory building 51de wall helght- asmeasured from the existing
grade to the bea;mg point of- the roof truss, shall not exeeed sixteen (16)
feet. |

(3) Attached accessory buﬂdmg side Wall he1ght as méasmed from the existing
grade to the bearlng pomt of the IOOf tluss shall not exceed sixteen (16) feet
01 the sidewall helg'ht of the Prmmpal Building to which it is attached,

‘ Twhichever is greater; | -

.(4) Total éc_ces_sory buildihg iieight, measured from the existing grade to the

| peak of thé 1'-o.bf, shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet.

(5) No accégsory"ﬁuildillg shall be used for, or occupied as, a dwelling.

(D)Max1mum Squa1e Footage and Number of Accessory Buildings

(D Aocessory Buildings used in a bone fide agricultural operation are exempt

from the maximum square footage and maximum number of accessory

building requirements of this Section,



(2) Jn addition to the requirements of Section ]54.252 (A)-(D), accessory

buildings in agricultural and residential Zoning Districts shall comply with

the following:

Lessthan one (1) acre in area.

One (1) acre or greater, but Iess than
_one and one-half (1.5) acres.

One and one-half {1.5} acres or
Two {2) acres or greater, but less than

Two and one-half {2.5) acres or
_greater, but less than three {3) acres.

Three (3) acres or greater, but less

Three and one-half (3.5) acres or
_greater, but less than four (4) acres.

Four (4} acres or greater, but less than
four and one-half (4.5) acres.

Four and one-half (4.5) acres or

Five (5} acres or greater, but Iess than
| fifteen (15) acres..

| Fifteen (1 (

5) acres or greater 7

greater, but less than two (2) acres.

two and one-half (2.5) acres.

than three and one-half {3.5) acres,

_greater, but less than five {5) acres. o

3

2, 800 square feet

3 300 square feet

3,800 sguare feet

4,400‘s'qt)ér_e.féé_t

fony

Article 5 - Conflicting Ordinances. -

4,800 square feet

T 5,2007:.5(':'1'uare feet

5,600 square feet

6,000 square feet

6,400 square feet

3.0% of Lot Area

- 3 0% o;‘ th Area

" All other ordinances and parts of ordinances, or amendments thereto, in conflict

with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

Article 6 — Severability.

If any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment is declared to

be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, that declaration shall



not affect the remainder of the Ordinance/ordinance amendment, The Township Board hereby
declares that it would have passed this Ordinance/ordinance amendment and each part, section,
subsection, phrase, sentence and clause irfespective of the fact that any one or more parts, sections,

subsections, phrases, sentences or clauses be declared invalid,

Atticle 7 — The Balance of the Sparta Township Code of Ordinances (as amended) Remains
Unchanged and in Bffect. :

Except as expressly amended by this Ordinance/ordinance amendinent, the balance of the

Snarta Township Code of Ordinances, as amended, remainsﬁnchanjged and in full force and effect.

Article 8 — Effective Date.

4

This Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall becdi’nq effective upon the expiration of seven
(7) days after this Ordinance/ordinance amendment” (or a Surrﬁnaly_ rthelfédf) appears in the

newspaper as provided by law, . ‘.

The vote to adopt this Ordinaﬁce_/brdihance amefidment was as follows:

YEAS:

NAYS: . .

ABSTAIN/ABSENT:

THIS ORDINANCE/ORDINANCE AMENDMENT IS HEREBY DECLARED

ADOPTED.



CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Ordinance/Ordinance amendment
adopted by the Township Board for Sparta Township at the time, date, and place specified above
pursuant to the required statutory procedures.

Respectfully submitted,

By

Marcy Savage .
Sparta Township Clerk
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MEMORANDUM

Tor Sparta Township Planning Commission
From: Kevin Yeomans

Date: June 3, 2025

Re: Review of Planning Commission Bylaws

As discussed at your May 13, 2025, meeting, the Planning Commission last reviewed your
bylaws in 2020. Since that time, you've made some adjustments In how you conduct your
meetings, Per your direction we've made the following updates:

1.

Section 4.H was updated to reflect how you currently conduct meetings. The largest
change is in regard to public comment. Per the bylaws the first public comment period
will be for items on the agenda, with a second public comment period being added for
items on or not on the agenda. This change is being made so that the Planning
Commission can make sure the scheduled business items are taken care of before
considering items that are not on the agenda.

The default time limit for public comment is being changed from five minutes to three
minutes. However, provisions allowing for longer public comment periads will remain.

In addition to the above-mentioned items, the following changas have been made:

A. The time of year when the Commission sefects your chairperson, vice-chairperson, and

secretary. Currently the bylaws state the first regular meeting of the year. However, the
Township Supervisor typically presents his appointees to the Township Board for
confirmation in August. By changing the date when you appoint your officers, you
better ensure that your officers will be on the Planning Commission for at least a fult
year and avold unnecessary disruption to the Planning Commission, should a
commissioner not be reappointed.

Section 21 was moved to be Section 2G. This move was made because 2| is similar in
nature o Section 2F,

The previous Section 2G was deleted because it is a restatement of what Is afready
included in Section 2F,

No further changes have been made to your proposed bylaws.

Should the Planning Commission wish to approve the amended By-laws the following motion
may be used:

| move to adopt the By-lows as presented.

Review of the By-laws has been scheduled for your june 10, 2025, meeting. Please let us know
if you have any questions,

KLY
Planner
CC:  Dale Bergman, Township Supervisor






SPARTA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION BY-LAWS

SECTION 1. NAME AND PURPOSE:

A. The name of the body is the Sparta Township Planning Commission, hereafter known as the
"Commission".

8. These rules of procedure and By-laws are adopted by the Commission to facilitate the performance of
its duties as outlined in Michigan Public Act No. 33 of 29_0’8'}"35 amended, being the Michigan Planning
Enabling Act, (MCL 125.3801 et seq.), hereinafter "the Planning Act."

C.. These By-laws are also adopted to facilitate -t?iedijfies eflt'he Commission as to the Sparta Township
Zohing Ordinance as speuﬁed in Mlchlgan Pubhc Act No. 110 of 2006, as amended bemg the

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, (MCL 125 3101 et seq ), hereinafter "the Zoning Act.” o ‘

SECTION 2. MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS: e

A. The Commissigh: shaII consist of seven {(7) me&bers hereinafter eélled"‘Commiss%oners,“ All
‘Comm%ssioners sha!l be electors reSIdleg V'vithm the Townshlp ofSparta who are appointed by the
ToW{ieh‘lp Supervisor and“s‘u'bje‘ct to the approva’l-‘of a maJorlt_yaof the Township Board elected and
ser».f-ihg...No Commissioner she"d ‘b‘e-‘an employee ,ef-":the Township.

B. Commissiohers sh'a‘.li;'serve aterm ef'three (3_.),-yeers.

C. The membersl"ﬂprmc the Commission shal‘l be fepresentative of the important segments of the
community, such as tﬁe eeonomie, g_evernmental, educational, and social development of the
Township of Sparta, in accolr:dai‘n:jce.\./vith the major interests as they exist In the Township as follows:
Natural Resources; Recreation; Education; Public health; Governmant; Transportation; Industry and

Retail; and Commerce,
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EG,

One member of the Commission shall also be a member of the Sparta Township Board, whose term of
office shall coincide with his or her elected term of office on the Township Board. This liaison member

of the Commission shall not serve as the chairperson_or vice-chairperson of the Commission.

At the first regular meeting ef-each-yearafter the appointment or re-appointment of Commissioners by

the Board of Trustees, the Commission shall elect from its membership a chairperson, vice-chairperson

and secretary to serve a term of one (1) year each. All officers shall be eligible for re-appeintment for
consecutive terms for the same or a different office. The.merhber of the Comimission who is also a
member of the Township Board shall not serve»-_a:srghe"'t-i_hairr‘person or vice-chairpersen of the
Commission. o |

The chairperson shall preside at all r‘ﬁie.éi:'in:gs, é’ﬁpbjnt subcommittees {with Comn’iiééjon confirmation)
and perferm other duties as ma\,-/'b'é‘rnecessary. In the*'a'b‘se.nce of the chairpearson, t:he‘vice—chairperson
shall act as chairpersornr.: In the event the office of chairperson:rbecomes vacant, t-he'\;ice chairperson
shall succeed t‘o‘ this.éfﬁce for th.e_-_u_nexpErec.j tﬁér’m and the Comm':issi‘an shall elect a successor to the
office of vice chairperson for the unekbifed:term. !n‘l*'ch”g gbsence of bdth, the secretary shall act as

chairperson.

I the chairperson, vice-chairperson, and Secretary are all absent from a meeting of the Commission

and are unable to.serve as chairperson at that meeting, then the remaining members shall select a

member of th’é.,Commission to serve as temporary chairperson of that meeting.

H,

The secretary shall execute and certify documents in the name of the Commission, perform the duties
listed below and perform such other duties as the Cornmission may determine.
1. Minutes, The secretary shall be responsibie for overseeing a permanent record of the minutes

of each meeting and having them recorded in suitable permanent records retainec by the
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Township Clgrk. The minutes shall contain a synopsis of the meeting, inciuding a comp;lete
restatement of all motions and record of votes, conditions or recommendations made on any
action and record of attendance and any other matters required by law,

2. Correspondence. The secretary shall be responsibie for issuing formal written correspondence
with other groups or persons as directed by the Commission. All communications, petitions,
reports or other written materials received by the secretary shall be brought to the attention
of the Commissicn, ! |

3, Attendance. The secretary shall be resp’énsimé for maintaining an attendance record for the
Commission. '-

4, Notices. The secretary shallissue su‘t‘:.H:ﬁgti{;es as may be required by the Cdmmission or state

law.

5. Recording Secretary. A recordih‘glsecretary {who ié'n_o‘,t—a member of the' Com'mission) may

assume §0me or all duties of the secretary.

SECTION 3. MEETINGS:

A. The Commission slh'-ail@meet once ga(;h-month at 7:00 pm at 160 East Division Street, Sparta, Michigan
49345 orat such othert-ifr-\'e'arid‘;o;;l‘oﬁcation as the Commission shall specify.

B. Special meetings may be cailed Ey the Chairperson or by at least three {3) members of the
Commissioﬁ. Notice shall also be posted in appropriate locations,

C. All meetings are subject to Public Act No. 267 of 1967, as amended, being the Michigan Open
Meetings Act. The datés and times of such meetings shall be posted by the Township according to that

Act. All meetings, minutes, resolutions, records, documents, correspondence and other materials of
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the Commission shall also be subject to public inspection in accordance with Public Act No. 442 of
1976, as amended, being the Freedom of Informa*_tion Act, except as may otherwise be provided by
law.

If a member is unable to attend a meeting insofar as is practicable, he or she shall contact the
chairperson or other Commission officer before the meeting. If it is determined that a quorum may
not be available, the chairperson or other Commission ofﬁcrer“ shall contact the other Commissioners
to cancel or adjourn the meeting. The chairperson or;otﬁéf dfﬁber shall then post such notice of the
meeting cancellation or adjournment at the quhshig;"fﬂal:l.

For the purpose of permitting adequate..tir:ﬁer_f“or-the Comz.ﬁi'ssjoh‘:-to_‘ ccnddéti‘it‘s, review of all business -
contained on the agenda, the publi¢ é.(jm.mer;jtzbgia"z’ftai‘ning to agenda items shall be éénerally iimited to
the following: | .

1. Public comments at a pubhc hearmg shall be taken dunng the peri od that the Chairperson
opens and then closes for the pubhc hearmg This hearmg generai!y occurs after the applicant
has had the Qpportumty o address the Cemmlssmn Additional publlc comments may be

j :taken by the Comrrussmn after closure of the publlg’- hearing, but only upon recognition by the
~Chairperson. | |

2. l. T_ybi(::ally, the chairperson véféiizallow ﬁ-ye;bm@minutes of public comment per person-fereach
ageﬂda—ttem However, the chaifp‘ersdn may aliow one spokesperson (whether that is an
attorney, ehginger, p!anner*érﬁgotherwise) to speak for a group of people and the chairperson
can then aliow r-ngfe Tiﬁjé‘.ﬁzrﬁve—mwegminutes for such public comment by that representative.

3. Citizen groups are encouraged to designate one or more representatives to speak on their
behalf.

4. Speakers should provide their names, address and any groups or businesses they represent.

5. The full Commission (by majority vote of those present) can override a decision by the

chairperson involving public comments.

Page 4 of 11



F. A guorum shall be constituted by at least four (4) members of the Commission.

G. Township staff, with the prior approval of the chairperson, may cancel or adjourn a meeting of the
Commission beforehand due to inclement waather, the anticipated lack of a quorum, the lack of
matters on the agenda, an emergency or for similar reasons. Notice of a cancelled meeting shali be
posted at the Township offices. An adjourned meeting will be noticed in the manner and to the extent

required by law.

SECTION 4. VOTING:

A. Fach Commissioner, including the chairpgréc')ﬁ}-s'ﬁ.aii have .c;ne‘ (1} vote. Avoice vote shall be taken
unless a roll call is requested by a C@‘ﬁwmiééibner or ?s required by |aw;

B. Motions shall be restated by thi‘a’-éhairperson before a vote is taken, The name of the maker and
supporters of the motions shall be recéﬁd-ed. The chairpérsoh,may make anti sedond ff;otions,

C. A majority of the quor;Jm présent ata meetl‘ng is requ«red to pass a motion or adopt a resolution.

D. Al members of the Commission {mcludmg the chairperson) shali vote on aﬁ matters, but the
chawperson shall vote’ Iast Any member may be excused from votmg but anly if that person has a
coﬁﬂ fct of interest as set forth in Secnon 7 herein. - H

E, Atie vOt_&;—shaIi carus’érth‘e defeat of‘any,motion ]‘cz‘nrgﬁnal action. Votes recommending proposals to the
Township Boardresultmg in a tie vote W|l§ cé‘u.s'e:"é "No Recornmendation" to be forwarded to the
Township Board, t}h‘l'é:s‘s _t_he motion i§ later passed by the Commission in the interim.

F. At least five (5) afﬁrmat.ii)é-"\f'c‘qtés arg required to adopt or amend the Master Plan.

G. No official action shall b.e take:r; without a quorum.

H. A written agenda for all regular-meetings shall be prepared before a meeting as follows. The order of
business shall.generally be:

1. RelcaliCall to Orde;

2. Pledge of Allegiance
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3. Agendo-Addidons/beletiensAdditions or Corrections to the Agenda

4,  Aporoval of Minutes

4:5. Public Comments and Communications Concerning [tems Neton the Agenda
Approvat-ei-Mindtes

5:6. Public Hearings

&:7. Unfinished Business

+8. New Business

9, Public Comments and Communications Concerning ltems On or Not On the Agenda

<10, Reports
911, Comments from Commissioners .
10:12, Adjournment REE

SECTION 5. STAFF SUPPORT: - e

A. The Township Clerk shall be respon‘s ble for coordma‘ang the agenda;s, public hearings and other
meehngs of the Commlss ion and for prov:dmg staff for subcommxttees

B. Thé Zoning Administrator or Townsh|p Planner shall SO!iClt and coordinate the zoning application
review brécess and. forWard perhnent informatsoﬁ to the Commission to aid in its decision making
process. e

C. The Township Planner shall be respon;;ible for carrying out the directives of the Commission. The
Township Planner shall al"sé;adviée é;hd assist the Commission in the establishrment of general planning
policy and shall represent thaf ijolicy to the pubiic,

D, Staff support shall be provided to compile required records, maintain files and indices, and perform
clerical work for the Commission. At the direction of the Commission, staff shall provide factual
information and recommendations to the Commission on development proposals and other pertinent

issues. Recommendations shall not be binding on the Commission.
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SECTION 6. SUBCOMMITTEES:

A.  The Commission may create subcommittees composed of at least three (3), but fess than a quorum,
members of the Commission.

B. The Commission may establish and appoint ad hoc subcommittees for special purposes of issues as
deemed necessary,

C. The Commission or chairperson may estabiish and appoint‘-dﬁzen subcommitiees with the consent of
the Commission. Membership can be any numbet, soj;lc:Jr_jg as less than a quorum of the Commission
serve on a citizen subcommittee at any g%ven’l"irhé. Thé ;;J‘;J'FpQSQ of the citiz'en subcommittee Is to have
more citizen and municipa} government i-.n‘\foilﬁe;'nent, to be able to Lisé ihdividdél; whao are

knowledgeable or expert in the particular issue befdre the Commission and to better represent various

2

interest groups.in the Township.

SECTION 7. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST, -~ - . "

A. Each m_emi;er of the Commission shall éVoid"conﬂilétéL.Of‘interest and/ér incompatibility of office. As
used-h’éré; a conflict of i.ri‘téres’t shall, at a miniﬁn'u_m inclﬁdi‘ej;rbut is not limited to, the following:

-il ‘V,I_ssutng, delibe_raﬁng on, .Voting on, or ré\r‘_lé’wing a case concerning him or her.

2. l§.5dilng,:._cjelibérating on, voltih-ég on, or"rf'ei(-iéwing a case concerning work on land owned by him
or hér 'oriWh;ch is adjacent to land owned by him or her.

3. Issuing, delib"e@t‘ing on, .\Jbt'i_r;]g'on, or reviewing a case involving a corporation, company,
partnership, or aﬁy‘o.ther éntity in which he or she has an ownership interest or may be
financially impacted.

4. |ssuing, deliberating on, voting o, or reviewing a case which is an action which results in a
pecuniary benefit to him or her.

5. issuing, deliberating on, voting on, or reviewing a case where his or her employee or

employer is an applicant or agent for an applicant or has a direct interest in the cutcome.
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6. Issuing, deliberating on, voting on, or reviewing a case concerning property owned or
controlled by his or her spouse, children, step-children, grandchildren, parents, brothers,
sisters, grandparents, parents in-law, grandparents in-law, or members of his or her
household.

7. Any situation where the Commissioner has a conflict of interast under Michigan law or
Township ordinance. These By-faws also incorporat_g the conflict of interest rules and
reguirements contained in subsection |{e) ofl-th.t‘a‘ Spa%ta Township Planning Commission
Ordinance (being Crdinance No. 11—Q_1'). : 7.

B. Commissioners deemed to have a conflict ‘ioir.‘ip‘;érest are-di‘squlali_ﬁé_d frpfﬁ-:p_arﬁcipaﬁng and voting on
the matter at Issue. Failure to disclose a-.‘t'cl)lnﬂéc’.oof E_nterest constitutes malfeasa-n'n-:e:-irg affice.

C. The Commission member decléfin‘g _a,g:onﬁict of int.éres"g m:ust state the nature of t_hlt;zf_{:enﬂict and
whether they believe they can impar't.i'él‘ly'-aonsider the redUes’_t before the 'Cc‘nrrﬁ‘hﬁilssrion. Theay should
individually de;ideg%;)--ébstaiﬁ Vfrcln},‘:ény discAu's_Sio‘npr votes relative to the matter that is the subject of
the conflict. B |
In cageéWhere itis notehtirely ciear that théré-‘j-s a conﬂict‘j'éf. interest, the member with a potential
crénﬂ'ielt'_of interest may ask- ;ché;(_‘jth_er Commissi;ﬂ;ﬁ'-zjnembers té) decide if the member with a potential
conﬂi;:"c"ofii;r;t_erest shoﬁld abstain.:'lrff.;chis is requ.elsf.ed, the remaining Commission members shall vote
on the abstéﬁﬁ;c,)_n;.:a_nd the results of the"v.c.)te;s;hiall determine the participation of the member
declaring the conﬂi'ét.;_ g

D. The member declaring a.éoﬁﬂict méy, but need not, leave the room in which the discussion takes
place, but should excuse himself or herself from the Commission table untit the matter is decided by
the Commissicn.

A Commissioner shall have the right to address any matter before the Commission as a private citizen.

In doing so, the Commissioner must excuse himself or herself from the Commission table and address

the Commission from the floor,
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However, this may be seen as placing undue pressure on fellow Commissioners in their consideration

of the project or matter. Such action on the part of a conflicted Commissioner should be carefully

considered in order to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest,

SECTION 8. POWERS AND DUTIES:

A, The Commission shall have the powers and duties as are set forth in Michigan Public Act No. 33 of

2008, as amended, being the Michigan Planning Enabl'ingaAtt MCL 125.3801 et seq; and Michigan

Public Act No. 110 of 2006, as amended, bemg the M|ch|gan Zoning Enablmg Act, (MCL 125.310% et

seq}. in addmon the Commission's duhes shall lnclude the following

1

Take such action on petitiom_'s_,_- sta'ff proppsals and Township Board requaéts‘:{or amendments
to the Zoning Ordinance, as reqmred T

Take such actzon on pet]tions staff proposals ana Townshtp Board requests for amendments
to the master p%an as requlred

Prepare and adopt By-laws forthe transactlon of business, and keep a public record of its

.';resoiutlons transac’mons findings and determlnatlons

Prepare an annual report to the ?ownship Board concerning operations and the status of

' -ﬁp‘ianning acbvlttes, mcludmg:regommenda_hons regarding legislative actions related to

plahh.i‘n:éjan.d development.

Review subdi'vis_i__on and comdb‘minium proposals and recommend appropriate actions to the
Township Board, . .. o

Prepare special studias and plans, as deemed necessary by the Commission or Township
Board, and for which appropriations of funds have been approved by the Township Board, as
needed.

Attend training sessions, conferences, or meetings as needed and as recommended by

Township staff, the Township 8oard, Township Supervisor or the chairperson of the
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Commission to properly fulfill the duties of a Commissioner and for which appropriations of
funds have been approved by the Township Board, as needed.

8. Members shall avoid to the best of their abilities ex parte contact (i.e. contact outside of a
formél Commission public meeting) with a representative of an applicant before the
Commission (or the neighbaors). Should such contact occur, the member shall disclose it

publicly to the Commission at the next Commission meeting,

SECTION 9, INTERPRETATIONS AND CONFLICTS

Should any provision of these By-laws conflict with either the Pianﬁihgﬁf}ct-, the Zoning Act, the Sparta Township
Zoning Ordinance or the Sparta Township Pia_n'r'iir‘ig' Commilssion Ordinance (being Ordinance No, 11-01), the
conflicting provision of these By-laws shaliyield to those sté'tu_t:e_s.oy ordinances and the relevant provision of

those statutes or ordinances shall govern.

SECTION 10, AMENDMENTS:

These By—law;s,sh'a%i.éupersedé'a'nd replace any prirc])r'rigy—.laws a.d.bpjte.z‘d by the Commission. The Commission may
amend tha;z’e.'ﬁly—laws with a conéur:rinjg yote of not less ‘t.han two—thihdﬁ of the members present at any
meeting, préﬁi‘ééa-._that all Cqm’missionef%i"re“geirved an aq;_;ar:aced copy of the proposed amendments at least
three (3) days prio;‘ tothe %ﬁéeﬁng at which ar-ﬁend,m'éﬁt‘s are to be considered, subject to the provisions of

Section 2 hereof.

The foregoing By-faws for the Sparta Township Planning Commission were adopted at a regular meeting of the

Sparta Township Planning Commission held on September 22, 2020, the motion being:

Motion by , supported by , to adopt these

By-laws

Page 10 0f 11



The vote to adopt these By-laws was as follows:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

Motion carried to

. CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the By-laws of the Sparta Township Planriing Commission

[TV

adoptad by the Planning Con’ihwisfsioh-{')n the ) - day of L 2025, at the Sparta Township Hall.

Secretary

Sparta Township Planning Commission
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SPARTA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION BY-LAWS

SECTION 1. NAME AND PURPOSE:

A. The name of the body is the Sparta Township Planning Commission, hereafter known as the
"Commission".

B. These rules of procedure and By-laws are adopted by the Commission to facilitate the performance of
its duties as outlined in Michigan Public Act No. 33 of 2008, as amended, baing the Michigan Planning |
Enabling Act, {MCL 125.3801 et seq.), hereinafter "the Planning Act."

C. These By-laws are also adopted to facilitate tHe duties of the Commissicn as to the Sparta Township
Zoning Ordinance as specified in Michigan Public Act No. 110 of 2006, as amended, being the

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, (MCL 125.3101 et seq.), hereinafier "the Zoning Act."

SECTION 2. MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS:

A, The Commission shall consist of seven (7) members, hereinafter called "Commissioners.” All
Commissioners shall be electors residing within the Township of Sparta who are appointed by the
Township Supervisor and subject to the approval of a majority of the Township Board elected and
serving. No Commissioner shall be an employee of the Township.

B. Commissioners shall serve a term of three (3) years,

C. The membership of the Commission shall be representative of the important segments of the
community, such as the economic, governmental, educational, and social development of the.
Township of Sparta, in accordance with the major Interests as they exist in the Jownship as follows:
Natural Resources; Recreation; Education; Public health; Government; Transportation; Industry and

Retail; and Commerce.
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One member of the Commission shall also be a member of the Sparta Township Board, whose term of
office shall coincide with his or her elected term of office on the Township Board. This liaison member
of the Commission shali not serve as the chairperson or vice-chairperson of the Commission.

At the first regular meeting after the appointment or re-appointment of Commissioners by the Board
of Trustees, the Commission shall elect from its membership a chairperson, vice-chairperson and
secretary to serve a term of one (1) year each. All officers shall be eligible for re-appointment for
consecutive terms for the same or a different office. The member of the Commission who s also a
member of the Township Board shall not serve as the chairperson or vice-chairperson of the
Commission, |

The chairperson shall preside at all meetings, appoint subcommittees {(with Commission confirmation)
and perform other duties as may be necessary. In the absence of the chairperson, the vice-chairperson
shalt act as chairperson. In the event the office of chatrperson becomes vacant, the vice chairperson
shall succeed to this office for the unexpired term and the Commission shali elect a successor to the
office of vice chairperson for the unexpired term. In the absence of both, the secretary shall act as
chalrperson.

If the chairperson, vice-chairperson, and Secretary are all absent from a meeting of the Commission
and are unable to serve as chairperson at that meeting, then the remaining members shall select a
member of the Commission to serve as temporary chairperson of that meeting.

The secretary shall execute and certify documents in the name of the Commission, perform the duties
fisted below and perform such other duties as the Commission may determine.

1. Minutes. The secretary shall be responsible for overseeing a permanent record of the minutes
of each meeting and having them recorded in suitable permanent records retained by the
Township Clerk. The minutes shall contain a synopsis of the meeting, including a complete
restatement of all motions and record of votes, conditions or recommendations made on any

action and record of attendance and any other matters required by law.
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2. Correspondence. The secretary shall be responsible for issuing formal written correspondence
with other groups or persans as directed by the Commission. All comimunications, petitions,
reports or other written materials received by the secretary shall be brought to the attention
of the Commission,

3, Attendance. The secretary shall be responsible for maintaining an attendance record for the
Commission.

4. Notices. The secretary shall issue such notices as may be required by the Commission or state
Jaw.

5. Recording Secretary. A recording secretary (who Is not a member of the Commission} may

assume some or all duties of the secretary.

SECTION 3, MEETINGS:

A, The Commission shall meet once each month at 7:00 pm at 160 East Division Street, Sparta, Michigan
49345 or at such other time and/or locaticn as the Commission shall spacify.

B. Special meatings may be called by the Chairperson or by at feast three (3} members of the
Commission. Notice shall also be posted in appropriate locations.

€. All meetings are subject to Public Act No. 267 of 1967, as amended, being the Michigan Open
Meetings Act. The dates and times of such meetings shall be posted by the Township according to that
Act. All meetings, minutes, resolutions, records, documents, correspondence and other materials of
the Commission shall also be subject to public Inspection in accordance with Public Act No. 442 of
1976, as amended, being the Freedom of Information Act, except as may otherwise be provided by
law.

D. ifa memberis unable to attend a meeting insofar as is practicable, he or she shal! contact the

chairperson or other Commission officer before the meeting. If it is determined that a quorum may

not be available, the chairperson or other Commission officer shalt contact the other Commissioners
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to cancel or adjourn the meeting. The chairperson or other officer shall then post such notice of the
meeting cancellation or adjournment at the Township Hall,

For the purpose of permitting adequate time for the Commission to conduct its review of all business
contalned on the agenda, the public comment pertaining to agenda items shall be generally limited to
the following:

1. Publiccomments at a public heafing shall be taken during the period that the Chairperson
opens and then closes for the public hearing. This hearing generally occurs after the applicant
has had the opportunity to address the Commission. Additional public comments may be
taken by the Commission after closure of the public hearing, but only upon recognition by the
Chalirperson.

2. Typically, the chairperson wili allow three minutes of public comment per person. However,
the chairperson may aliow one spokesperson (whether that is an attorney, engineer, planner
or otherwise) to speak for a group of people and the chairperson can then allow more than
three minutes for such public comment by that representative.

3. Citizen groups are encouraged to designate one or more representatives to speak on their
behalf.

4. Speakers should provide their names, address and any groups or businesses they represent.

5. The full Commission {by majority vote of those present) can override a decision by the
chairpersen involving public comments.

A quorum shall be constituted by at least four {#) members of the Commission,

Township staff, with the prior approval of the chairperson, may cancel or adjourn a meeting of the
Commission beforehand due to inclement weather, the anticipated lack of a quorum, the lack of
matters on the agenda, an emergency or for similar reasons. Notice of a cancelied meeting shall be
posted at the Township offices. An adjourned meeting will be noticed in the manner and to the extent

reqguired by [aw,
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SECTION 4. VOTING:

A. Each Commissioner, including the chairpersoh, shall have one (1) vote. A voice vote shall be taken
undess a roll call is requested by a Commissioner or is required by law.

B. Motions shall be restated by the chairperson befare a vote is taken. The name of the maker and
supporters of the motions shalt be recorded, The chairperson may make and secend moticns.

C. A majority of the guorum presentata meeting is required to pass a motion or adopt a resolution.

D. All members of the Commission (including the chairperson) shall vote on all matters, but the
chairperson shall vote last. Any member may be excused from voting but only if that person has a
conflict of interest as set forth in Section 7 herein.

E. A tie vote shall cause the defeat of any motion for final action. Votes recommending propasals o the
Township Board resulting in a tie vote will cause a "No Recommendation” to be forwarded to the
Township Board, unless the motion is later passed by the Commission in the interim.

F. Atleast five (5) affirmative votes are required to adopt or amend the Master Plan,

G. No official action shall be taken without a quorum.,

H. A written agenda folr ali regular meetings shall be prepared before a meeting as follows. The order of
business shall generally be:

1, Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Additions or Correciions to the Agenda

4,  Approval of Minutes

5. Public Comments and Communications Concerning ltems on the Agenda
6. Pubiic Hearings

7. Unfinished Business

8. New Business

8. Public Comments and Communications Concerning Items On or Not On the Agenda

Page 5 of 11



10. Reports
11, Comments from Commissioners

12. Adjournment

SECTION &, STAFF SUPPORT:

A.  The Township Clerk shall be respansible for coordinating the agendas, public hearings and other
meetings of the Commission and for providing staff for subcommittees.

8. The Zoning Administrator or Township Planner shall solicit and coordinate the zoning application
review process and forward pertinent information to the Commission to aid in its decision making
process.

€. The Township Planner shall be responsibie for carrying out the directives of the Commission, The
Township Planner shall also advise and assist the Commission in the establishment of general planning
policy and shall represent that policy to the public.

D.  Staff support shall be provided to compile required records, maintain files and indices, and perform
clerical work for the Commission. At the direction of the Commission, staff shall provide factual
information and recommendations to the Commission on development proposals and other pertinent

Issues. Recommendations shail not be binding on the Commission,

SECTION 6. SUBCOMMITTEES:

A, The Commission may create subcommittees composed of at least three (3), but less than a quorum,
members of the Commission.

B.  The Commission may establish and appoint ad hoc subcommittees for special purposes of issues as
deemed necessary.

C. The Commission or chairperson may establish and appoint citizen subcommittees with the consent of
the Commission. Membership can be any numbey, so long as less than a quorum of the Commission

serve on a citizen subcommittee at any given time. The purpose of the citizen subcommittee is to have
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more citizen and municipal government involvement, to be able to use individuals who are

knowledgeable or expert in the particular issue before the Commission and to better represent various

interest groups in the Township.

SECTION 7. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

A. Each member of the Commission shall avoid conflicts of interest and/or incompatibility of office. As

used here, a conflict of interest shail, at a minimum include, but is not limited to, the following:

1

™

issuing, deliberating on, voting on, or reviewing a case concerning him or her.

Issuing, defiberating on, voting on, or reviewing a case.concerning work on land owned by him
or her or which is adjacent to land owned by him or her.

Issuing, deliberating on, voting on, or reviewing a case invoiving a corporat"ion, company,
partnership, or any other entity in which he or she has an ownership interest or may be
financially impacted.

[ssuing, deliberating on, voting on, or reviewing a case which is an action which results in a
pecuniary benefit to him or her,

Issuing, deliberating on, voting an, or reviewing a case where his or her employee or
employer is an applicant or agent for an applicant or has a direct interest in the outcome.
Issuing, deliberating on, voting on, or reviewing a case concerning property ownad or
controlled by his or her spouse, children, step-children, grandchildren, parenis, brothers,
sisters, grandparents, parents in-law, grandparents in-law, or members of his or her
household.

Any situation wh_ere the Commissioner has a conflict of interest under Michigan law or
Township ordinance. These By-laws also incorporate the conflict of interest rules and
requirements contained in subsection (e} of the Sparta Township Planning Commission

Ordinance (being Ordinance No. 11-01).
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B. Commissioners deemed to have a conflict or interest are disqualified from participating and voting on
the matter at issue. Failure to disciose a conflict of interest constitutes malfeasance in office.

C. The Commission member declaring a conflict of interast must state the nature of the conflict and .

“whether they believe they can %mpartiglly consider the request before the Commission. They should
individually decide to abstain from any discussion or votes relative to the matter that is the subject of
the conflict.

In cases where it is not entirely clear that there is a conflict of interest, the member with a potential
conflict of interest may ask the cther Commission members to decide if the member with a potential
conflict of interest shoukd abstain. If this Is requested, the remaining Commission members shall vote
on the abstention, and the results of the vote shall determine the participation of the member
declaring the conflict,

D. The member daclaring a conflict may, but need nat, leave the room in which the discussion takes
place, but should excuse himself or herself from the Commission table until the matter is decided by
the Commission.

A Commissioner shall have the right to address any matier before the Commission as a private citizen,
in doing so, the Commissioner must excuse himself or herself from the Commission table and address
the Commisston from the floor

However, this may be seen as placing undue pressure on fellow Commissioners in their consideration
of the project or matter. Such action on the part of a conflicted Commissioner should be carefully

considered in order to avaid the appearance of a conflict of Interest.

SECTION 8. POWERS AND DUTIES:

A. The Commission shall have the powers and duties as are set forth in Michigan Public Act No. 33 of

2008, as amended, being the Michigan Planning Enabiing Act, MCL 125.3801 et seq; and Michigan

Page 8 of 11



Public Act No. 110 of 2006, as amended, being the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, (MCL 125,3101 et
seq). In additien, the Commission's duties shall include the foltowing:

1. Take such action on petitions, staff proposals and Township Board requests for amendments
to the Zoning Ordinance as required.

2. Take such action on petitions, staff proposals and Township Board requests for amendments
to the master plan as required.

3. Prepare and adopt By-laws for the transaction of business, and keep a public record of its
resoiutions, transactions, findings and determinations.

4. Prapare an annual report to the Township Board concerning operations and the status of
planning activities, including recommendations regarding legislative actions related to
planning and development.

5. Review subdivision and condominium proposals and recommend appropriate actions to the
Township Board.

6. Prepare special studies and plans, as deemed necessary by the Commission or Township
8oard, and for which appropriations of funds have been approved by the %ownship Board, as
neaded,

7. Attend training sessions, conferences, or meetings as needed and as recommended by
Township staff, the Township Board, Township Supervisor or the chairperson of the
Commission to properly fulfill the duties of a Commissioner and for which appropriations of
funds have been approved by the Township Board, as needed.

8. Members shall-avoid to the best of their abilities ex parte contact {i.e. contact outside of a
formal Commission public meeting) with a representative of an applicant before the
Commission (or the neighbors). Should such contact occur, the member shall disciose it

publicly to the Commission at the next Commission meeting,
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SECTION 9. INTERPRETATIONS AND CONFLICTS

Should any provision of these By-faws conflict with either the Planning Act, the Zoning Act, the Sparta Township
Zoning Ordinance or the Sparta Township Planning Commission Ordinance (being Ordinance No. 11-G1}, the
conflicting provision of these By-laws shall yield to those statutes or ordinances and the relevant provision of

those statutes or ordinances shall govern.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENTS:

These By-laws shall supersede and replace any prior By-laws adopted by the Commission. The Commission may
amend these By-laws with a concurring vote of not less than two-thirds of the members present at any
meeting, provided that all Commissioners received an advanced copy of the proposed amendments at least
three (3} days prior to the meeting at which amendments are to be considered, subject to the provisions of

Section 2 hereof,

The foregoing By-faws for the Sparta Township Planning Commission were adopted at a regular meeting of the

Sparta Township Planning Commission held on September 22, 2020, the motion being:

Motion by , supported by , to adopt these

By-laws
The vote to adopt these By-laws was as follows:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

Motion carried to
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CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the By-laws of the Sparta Township Planning Commission

adopted by the Planning Commission on the day of 2025, at the Sparta Township Hall.

Secretary

Sparta Township Planning Commission
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MEMORANDUM

To: Sparta Township Pianning Commission

From: Kevin Yeomans

Date; june 3, 2025

Re: Bed and Breakfast as a Special Land Use in -1

It is our understanding that as part of the Towriship’s review of Briar Barn’s proposed use at
693 10 Mile Road. The Township adopted a Zening Ordinance Text Amendment that allowed
Bed and Breakfast as a speclal land use in the C-1 General Commerciai Zoning District.
However, this amendment was not captured when the Zoning Ordinance was codified and
readapted.

The result is that though the intent of the Township was to aliow Bed and Breakfast
establishments as a special land use in the Ci Zoning District, they are currently not allowed in
the C1 Zoning District at all.

As part of your review, we have prepared a draft zoning ordinance text amendment for your
review,

items for Consideration
1. Hotels and motels are currently allowed in the C1 Zoning District
2. Sparta Township currently has two commercial zoning districts, C-1 and C-2. C-1 is

generally for indoor commerclal uses and C-2 is generally for outdoor commercial uses.

3, As stated in Section 154.022 — Purposes and Obiectives of Districts of the Sparta
Township Zening Ordinance, the intent of the C-1, General Commercial Zoning District is as
follows:

The €-1 Zoning District is intended for general convenience type retail
businesses and personal service uses, that are deemed desirable ond
appropriate to the surrounding residential areas of the township. Beyond this
character of commercial development, new or gdditional uses that would
create safety and health hazards, offensive and loud noises, vibration, smoke,
glare, heavy truck traffic or late hours of operation, are hereby prohibited. By
the inclusion of this zoning district, it is also the Intent of the township to
prevent against the fringe development of convenience businesses and the
random scatteration of similar uses elsewhere in the unincorporated portions
of the community.

Given that the hotels and motels are currently allowed in the C-1 Zoning District, Bed and
Breakfast are an Indoor commercial use, personal service uses are intended for the C-1 District,
and the previous adoption of a similar amendment by Sparta Township, allowing Bed and
Breakfast as a special land use may be appropriate.

If the Planning Commission desires to proceed with the proposed amendment, a public hearing
must be held.

KLY
Planner

CC:  Dale Bergman, Township Supervisor






SPARTA TOWNSHIP
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

(Bed & Brealkfast in the C-1 Zoning Ditrict)

(Ordinance No. )

Ata meeting of the Township Board for Sparta Township held at the Township

offices on ©, 2024, beginning at ___ p.m., this Ordinance/ordinance amendment

was offered for adoption by Township Board Member and was seconded by

Township Board Member

AN ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO AMEND THE
SPARTA TOWNSHIP ZONING ORDINANCE, AS
AMENDED, REGARDING BED AND BREAKFAST
IN THE C-1 ZONING DISTRICT AND SIMILAR
MATTERS,

THE TOWNSHIP OF SPARTA (the “TOWNSHIP”") ORDAINS:

Article 1 — Appendix A, Table of Use Regulations. Appendix A of the Sparta Township Zoning

Ordinance shall be amended to add the following language:
Appendix A: C-1 General Commercial Zoning District
‘Column 3 (Special Uses): 11. Bed and Breakfast Establishments per Section 154.2760

Asticle 2 — Bed and Breakfast Establishments. Section 154.270 of the Sparta Township Zoning

Ordinance shall be amended to read in its entirety as follows:

SECTION 154.270 BED AND BREAKFAST ESTABLISHMENTS.



A bed and breakfast establishment may be approved by the Planning Commission as a

special use in the Ag-1,-and Ag-2, and C-1 Zoning Districts upon compliance with the

following requirements.

(A) through (L) No change.

Article 3 — Conflicting Ordinances,

All other ordinances and parts of ordinances, or amendments thereto, in conflict

with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

Article 4 — Severability.

If any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment is declared fo
be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, that declaration shall
not affect the remainder of the Ordinance/ordinance amendment. The Township Board hereby
declares that it would have passed this Ordinance/ordinance amendment and each part, section,
subsection, phrase, sentence and clause irrespective of the fact that any one or more parts, sections,

subsections, phrases, sentences or clauses be declared invalid.

Article 5 — The Balance of the Sparta Township Code of Ordinances (as amended) Remains
Unchanged and in Effect.

Except as expressly amended by this Ordinance/ordinance amendment, the balance of the

Sparta Township Code of Ordinances, as amended, remains unchanged and in full force and effect,

Article 6 — Effective Date.

This Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall become effective upon the expiration of seven
(7) days after this Ordinance/ordinance amendment (or a summary thereof) appears in the

newspaper as provided by law.



The vote to adopt this Ordinance/ordinance amendment was as follows:

YEAS:

NAYS:

ABSTAIN/ABSENT:

THIS ORDINANCE/ORDINANCE AMENDMENT IS HEREBY DECLARED

ADOPTED.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Ordinance/Ordinance amendment
adopted by the Township Board for Spatta Township at the time, date, and place specified above
pursuant to the required statutory procedures. :

Respectfully submitted,

By:

Marcy Savage
Sparta Township Clerk
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MEMORANDUM

To: Sparta Township Planning Commission

From: Kevin Yeomans

Date: June 3, 2025

Re: First Discussion Regarding Short Term Rentals in the Township

As the Planning Commission prepares to determine if and where to allow short-term rentals
(“STR") in the Township we seek to get your general input regarding what your concerns and
hopes are for short term rentals. In an attempt te aid in your discussions, we have provided
the following points for your review:

1. What don’t you want to see happen In regard to short-term rentals?

2. As previously discussed, shori-term rentals may be able to help support Agri-tourism
within Sparta Township, are there any other hopes or geals the Pianning Commissicn
hopes to reach if STRs are allowed?

3. What Zoning Districts do you believe short term rentals will be appropriata in?

a. Under current zoning ordinance definitions, a short-term rental is considered a
mote! or hotel and Is anly allowed as a special land use in the C-1 Zoning District
where community sanitary sewer is available, or as a use by right in the C-2 Zoning
District where community sanitary sewer is available.

b. Should they be allowed in the same or similar zoning districts as Bed and Breakfast?

¢, In our time with the Township, we've had two short-term rentals that operated in
violation of the Zoning Ordinance, one in C-2, one in RR.

4. Would supplementary regulations similar to Bed and Breakfast be appropriate?

5. Are there any places that Commissioners have visited and stayed in a short-term rental?
a. Good experiences?
b, Bad experiences?

6. Would you like to conduct a survey or another type of community outreach as part of
your deliberations?

7. Any other items the Commission wishes to discuss?

Also, attached are two short articles from 2015 by Michigan State University Extension about
short-term rentzals. Please note that the articles are nearly ten years old. They do however
contain some items that the Planning Commission may want to keep in mind as we go through
the process of preparing short-term rental regulations for Sparta Township.

Deltheration regarding short-term rentals is scheduled for your June 10, 2025, meetihg. Please
iet us know If you have any quesiions,

KLY
Planner

CC: Dale Bergman, Township Supervisor






MICINIGAN STATL

ONINVERSITY MSU Extension

Considering regulation of short-term rentals in light of the sharing
economy: Part 1 | |

3rad Neumann<neurman3s@msu.edu>, Michigan State University Extension - December 22, 2015

Shortterm rentals are sometimes perceived as nuisances in neighborhoods, but the emergence of
the sharing economy suggests communities may want to offer something for everyone in terms of
lodging experiences for visitors of all kinds.

A shortterm rental is generally defined as a commercial use of a residential property for a period of less than
30 days. Shortterm rentals are an important land use activity to address in communities that have a
significant tourism economy. In Michigan, short-term rentals are typically thought of as vacation properties
rented either during the endless beach days of summer or the snow-filled ski and snowmohbi ling winter days
charactenstlc of northern latitudes. However, this convent[onal thinking is sometimes assoclated with

neighborhood opposition to shortterm rentals resuiting from unruly tenants, late night parties, and parking
problems.

Given the growth in the sharing economy in recent years, only thinking of shortterm rentals as ‘vacation
rentals’ Is not a complete assessment of the topic. Increasingly, travelers of all kinds are looking for different
lodging experiences other than the conventional hotel or motel. These days, short-term rentals are also used
by business travelers, patients and family mermbers staying for medical treatments, and the casual passerby.

Communities that want to offer something for everyone in terms of lodging experiences for visitors of all
kinds will want to allow shortterm rentals to some extent in the community. Beyond the lake properties or
those with trail access nearby, housing in traditional neighborhoods close fo downtown are also attractive
locations for visitors to stay. Shortterm rentals near downtowns and traditional centers may offer a lodging
option that is missing, as some hotel chains have located in more suburban locations on the outskirts.

With the sharing economy in mind, a community will need to decide if regulations related to shortterm
rentals will address renting individual rooms in owner-occupied homes through services such as Airbnb,
FlipKey, and HomeAway, in addition to bed and breakfasts and renting entire homes or condominium
apartments (e.g. ‘vacation rentals’),



Part two of this article explores the regulatory options for communities and offers some considerations
related to definitions, process of approval, and review standards for shortterm rentals.

Michigan State University Extensjon helps communities learn how to improve their social and economic
appeal to create and retain jobs. Community leaders are given the tools they need to have a positive effect
on their cities, villages, townships, counties and the whole state.

This article was published by Michigan State University Extension, For more information, visit
https://extension.msu.edu. To have a digest of information delfivered straight to your email inbox, visit

https://extension.msu.edu/newsletters. To contact an expert in your area, visit
https://extension.msu.edu/experts, or call 888-MSUE4AMI (888-678-3464).

- axtension.msu.edu

Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, Ml 48824. This
information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does
not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned.

The 4-H Name and Emblem have special protections from Congress, protected by code 18 USC 707,

We comply with the Federal Trade Commission 1998 Childrep's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA)

,(httDs://Www.ftc.qovzenforcement(rules{rulemakingﬁguiatory-reform~proceedinggﬁ:hildrens-online-
privacy-protection-rule).




MICINGAN STATL

ONINTLRSITY MSU Extension

Considering regulation of short-term rentals in light of the sharing
economy: Part 2

Brad Neumann<neuman36@msu.edu>, Michigan State University Extension - December 22, 2015

Short-term rentals are sometimes perceived as nuisances in heighborhoods, but the emergence of

the sharing economy suggests communities may want to offer something for everyone in terms of
lodging experiences for visitors of all kinds.

Part one of this article introduced the idea of offering something for everyone when regulating short-term
rentals in light of the sharing_economy. This article highlights regulatory options for communities and offers
some considerations related to definitions, process of approval, and review standards for short-term rentals.

In Michigan, cities, villages, and townships have the authority to adopt regulations related to rentals either
through the zoning ordinance or a separate police power ordinance. Counties with zoning have the ability to
include such regulations in their zoning ordinance. Under a zoning ordinance however, properly owners who
had legally rented their homes prior to a zoning amendment would be grandfathered and would be allowed
to continue their rentals as they did before the ordinance amendment (see Understanding nonconformity:
Are you ‘grandfathered’ i?). Instead, rental regulations as a general police power ordinance are not reguired
to allow the continuation of legal non-conforming uses. it is important to keep in mind that Michigan counties
do not have police power authority and cannot adopt stand-alone ordinances on topics fike short-term.

One of the tricks to regulating shortterm rentals is to define them as a commercial use, so that they are
treated similar to other lodging enterprises and different from residential uses. This approach reflects the
Constitutional protection of equal treatment in which similarly situated individuals must be treated similarty.
(The distinction of short-term rental being commercial is reinforced by court rulings on the issue, and
cornmunities which have not carefully made that distinction have not fared as well in courts.) Then, a
community would fist shortterm rentals as a special land use in the appropriate zoning districts based on
public engagement on the topic as to where the special use is generally acceptable. The community would
then hear individual requests for a special land use permit for a particular property in those zoning districts
where it is listed as a special land use.



Another step for a community is to identify the standards that will apply when reviewing applications from
property owners for the shortterm rental of their property. Such standards should include discretionary and
non-discretionary standards. A discretionary standard is something like “The use will be harmonious with the
surrounding neighborhood.” This is a type of standard that a planning commission would need to discuss in
an open meeting with opportunity for public comment. A non-discretionary standard on the other hand is
something that is more black or white, for instance, "“two off-street parking spaces shall be provided on site
for each shortterm rental unit.” This standard is either met in the pending application or it is not.

Considering the sharing economy, communities may find it beneficial to consider all types of shori-term
rentals, beyond just the conventional ‘vacation rental’ home and develop a single set of standards that apply
to all of them. Such a set of standards could possibly include licensing, allowable length of stay, number of
rooms that can be rented, separation requirements for same rental types, parking, guest register, display of
fire escape routes and owner contact information, and so on.

Comimunities should keep in mind that a zoning ordinance that completely excludes an otherwise legal or
legitimate land use is suspect. If @ municipality’s ordinance is silent on the issue of short-term rentals, it
typically means short-term rentals are not permitted anywhere. Zoning ordinances that are written in a
permissive format state the permitted use within the district and necessarily imply the exclusion of any other
use not listed, Communities that do not allow shortterm rentals or do not address the topic should ask
‘what'’s the legitimate government purpose of prohibiting short-term rentals?’ Prohibiting short-term rentals
may be a legally risky approach, even if motivations for doing so are thoroughly documented in the
ordinance and master plan, It is important to note that any amendment to a community’s zoning ordinance
should be reviewed before adoption by the community’s corporate attorney who is experienced in runicipal
and land use law.

Michigan State University Extension helps communities learn how to improve their social and economic
appeal to create and retain jobs. Community leaders are given the tools they need to have a positive effect
on their cities, villages, townships, counties and the whole state.

This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more information, visit
https://extension.msu.edu, To have a digest of information delivered straight to your email inbox, visit

https.//extension.msu.edu/newsletters. To contact an expert in your area, visit
hitps://extension.msu.edu/experts, or cali 888-MSUE4M| (888-678-3464).

" extension.msu.edu



issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1214, in cocperation with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, Mi 48824. This
information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does
not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned.
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We comply with the Federal Trade Commission 1998 Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (CORPPA)
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MEMORANDUM

To: Sparta Township Planning Commission
From: Kevin Yeomans

Date: June 4, 2025

Re: Qutdoor Gatherings Ordinance Raview

The Outdoor Gatherings Crdinance (the “Ordinance”} was originally adopted in 1978, The last
amendment to the Ordinance appears to have been made in 1999. Currently an outdoor
gathering permit is required for any event attended by more than 500 people. If an event has
less than 500 attendees no outdoor gathering permit is required.

It's our understanding that these regulations were adopted to ensure that large events such
as the Sparta Rodeo and Town and Country Days. Given the changing nature of the community,
the growing popuiarity of event barns, and the Township’s goal to promote Agri-tourlsm, which
could result in smaller but more regularly occurring events, we want to make sure that the
current Quidoor Gatherings regulations still meet the intent for which they were passed.

To aid in the Planning Cormmission’s review of Sparta Township’s Cutdoor Gathering
Regulations, we have zalso included copies of Alpine Township’s and Plainfield Township's
Outdoor Gatherings regulations.

As the Planning Commissicn determines whether to propose changes to the Outdoor
Gatherings Ordinance, the following items should be considered:

o What is the goal and intent of regulating outdoor gatherings?
s |s the current attendee limit {500} appropriate? Should It be more? Less?
s Are there any other items you believe should be regulated?

o Outdoor Concerts/Outdoor Music? Time Limits, Noise Level

o Lighting? Brightness, Time Limits.

s Should there be an annual permit available to venues that are likely to host multiple

outdoor gatherings within a year? Allowing them be regulated similar to how a food
truck is permitted?

¢ Otheritems as identified by the Planning Commission.

With the current attendee limit it may be hard for the Township to regulate and enforce the
Ordinance. However, we are not recommending that the Township should lower attendee
limit, Our only intent is to bring this to your attention and ensure that the regulations you have
in place are having the impact you intend. After reviewing the Outdoor Gatherings Ordinance,
you can determine that no changes are necessary.

[f you have any questicns, please let us know.

KLY
Planner

CC:  Dale Bergamn






CHAPTER 96: OUTDOOR GATHERINGS

Section

96,01 Declaration

98.02 Definitions

86.03 License required

§6.04 Application; accompanying material; review
96.05 Deniai of license

96.08 License to be posted; information thereon
86.07 Minimum conditions to be met by licensee
96.08 Revocation

96.08 Violations

96.98 Penalty
§ 96,01 DECLARATION.
The Township Board finds and declares that the interest of the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the
township require the reguilation, licensing and centrol of assemblages or large numbers of people in excess of those

normally drawing upon the health, sanitation, fire, police, fransportation, utility and other public services regularly provided in
the township.

{Prior Code, § 15.001) {Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978; Ord. passed - -)
§ 96.02 DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of this chapter, the foliowlng definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or raquires a
different meaning.

ATTENDANT. Any person who obtains admission to an oufdoor assembly.
LICENSEE. Any persen to whom a license is issued pursuant to this chapter.

OUTDOOR ASSEMBLY. Hereinafter referred to as ASSEMBLY, means any event, altended by more than 500
attendants, all or any part of which includes a theatrical exhibltion, public show, display, entertainment, amusement or other
axhibition, including, but not limited to parades, musical festivals, rock festivals, peace festivals, other festivals, athletic
avents, car shows, or similar gatherings, but does not mean:

(1} An event which is conducted or sponsered by a governmental unit or agency on publicly-owriad land or property; or
{2) Any event held entirely within the confines of a permanently enclosed and covered structure; or

(3) Any event held entirely within property owned by and which Is conducted or sponsored by any entity qualifying for
tax exempt status under Section 501(c)(3} of the Internal Revenue Code of 1989, as amended.

PERSON. Any natural person, partnership, corporation, assoclatien or organization.

SPONSOR. Any person who organizes, promotes, condicis or causes to be conducted an cutdoor assembly.
(Prior Code, § 15.002) (Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978; Ord. passed - -)
§ 96.03 LICENSE REQUIRED.

A person shall not sponsor, operate, maintain, conduct or promote an outdoor assembly in the township unless he or she
shal! have first made application for, and obtained, as hereinafter prescribed,  license for each such assembly.
(Prier Code, § 15.003) (Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978; Ord. passed - -) Penalty, see §96.89
§ 06.04 APPLICATION; ACCOMPANYING MATERIAL; REVIEW.

(A) Application for a license to conduct an outdoor assembly must be made in writing on such forms and in such manner
as prescribed by the Cierk of the township and shall be made at least 30 days prior to the date of the proposed assembly.

Each application shall be accompanied by a non-refundable fee in accordance with the township fee schedule and shall
include at least the following:

(1) The name, residence and mailing address of the person making the application; (Where the person making the
application is a partnership, corporation or other association, this information shall be provided for all partners, officers and



i

directors. Where the person is a corporation, a copy of the articles of incorporation shall be filed, and the names and
addresses shall be provided of all shareholders having financial interest greater in an amount as determined by the township
from time to time,)

{2) A statement of the kind, character and type of proposed assembly:

{3) The address, legal description and proof of ownership of the site or sites at which the proposed assembly is fo be
conducted. Where ownership is not vested In the prospective licensee, he or she shall submit an affidavit from the cwner
indicating his or her consent to the use of the site for the proposed assembly;

{4) The date or dates and hours during which the proposed assembly is to be conducted; and

(6) An estimate of the maximum number of attendants expected at the assembly for each day it is conducted and a
detailed explanation of the evidence of admission which will be used for accounting purposes.

{Prlor Code, § 15.004)

{B) (1) Each application shall be accompanied by a detailed explanation, including drawings and diagrams, where
applicable, of the prospective licensee's plans to provide for the following:

{a) Police and fire protection;

{b) Food and water supply and facllittes:

(c) Health and sanitation facilifies;

(d) Medical facilities and setvices, including emergency vehicles and equipment;
(e} Vehicle access and parking facilities;

() Camping and trafer faciiities:

{g) Nlumination facilities;

{h) Noise control and abatement;

(i) Facilities for clean up and waste disposal; and

{y Insurance and bonding arrangements,

(2} Inaddition, the application shall be accompanied by & map or maps of the overall site or sites of the proposed
assembly.

{Prior Code, § 15.005)

(C) On receipt by the Clerk, copies of the application shall be forwarded to the chief law enforcement and health officers
for the township, the state’s Fire Chief, and to such other appropriate publlc officials, as the Clerk deems necessary. Such
officers and officials shall review and investigate matters relevant to the application and within ten days of receipt thereof
shall report their findings and recommendations to the Township Board.

(Prior Code, § 15.008)

(D} Within 15 days of the flling of the application, the Township Board shall issue, set conditions, prerequisite to the
Issuance of a license, or where a license is denied, within five days of such action, notice thereof must be mailed to the
applicant by certified mail and, in the case of denial, the reasons therefor shall be stated in the notice.

(Prior Code, § 15.007) {Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978; Ord, 174, effective 3-20-1987; Ord, passed - -}
§ 96.05 DENIAL OF LICENSE,

A ficense may be denied if;

(A) The applicant fails to comply with any or all requirements of this chapter, or with any or all conditicns imposed
pursuant hereto, or with any other applicable provision of state or local law: or

(B) The applicant has knowingly made a false, misleading or fraudulent statement in the application or in any supporting
document.

{Prior Code, § 15.008} {Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978; Ord, passed - -)
§ 96.06 LICENSE TO BE POSTED; INFORMATION THEREON.

A license shal! specify the name and address of the licensee, the kind and locatlon of the assembly, the maximum number
of altendants permissible, the duration of the license and any other conditions imposed pursuant to this chapter. It shall be
posted In a conspicucus place upon the premises of the assembly and shall not be transferred to any other person or
location.

(Prior Code, § 15.009) (Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978; Ord. passed - -)



§ 96.07 MINIMUM CONDITIONS TO BE MET BY LIGENSEE.

In processing an application, the Township Board shall, at a minimum, require the foilowing.

(A) Security personnel. The licensee shail employ, at his or her own eXpense, such security personnel as are necessary
and sufficient to provide for the adequate security and protection of the maximum number of attendants at the assembly and
for the preservation of order and protection of property in and around the site of the assembly. No license shail be issued
unless the chiaf law enforcament officer for the township, in cooperation with the County Sheriff, is satisfied that such
necessary and sufficient security personnel will be provided by the licensee for the duration of the assembiy,

(B) Water facilities. The licensee shall provide potable water, sufficient in quantity and pressure to assure propay
operation of all water using facilities under conditions of peak demand. Such water shall be supplied from a public water
system, If available, and, If not avallable, then from a source constructed, located and approved in accordance with state
law, and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, in accordance with any other applicable state or local law, or
from a source and delivered and stored in a manner approved by the county's Health Department.

(C) Restroom facllifies.

(1) The licensee shall provide separate enclosed flush-type waier closets as defined by state law, and the rules and
regulations adopted pursuant thereto and in accordance with any other applicable state or local law. if such flush-type
faciliies are not available, the county's Health Department may permit the use of other facilities which are ih compliance
with state law, and the rules and regutations adopted pursuant fhereto, and in accordance with any other appiicable state or
local law.

(2) The licenseé shalt provide lavatory and drinking water facilitles constructed, installed, and maintained in accordance
with state law and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable
ordinance or statute. Ali lavatories shall be provided with water, soap and paper towels.

(3) The number and type of facilities required shall be determined, on the basis of the number of attendanis, in the
following manner:

Facilities
Drinking fountains 1:500
Tollets _ 1:300

(D) Medical facilitios. If the assembly Is not readily and quickly accessible to adequate existing medical facllities, the
licensee shall be required to provide such faclliies on the premises of the assembly. The kind, location, staff, strength,
madical and other supplies and equipment of such facilities shall be as prescribed by the township's Fire Chief.

(E) Liquid waste disposal. The licensee shall provide for liquid waste disposal in accordance with all the rules and
regulations pertaining thereto established by the county's Health Department. I such rules and regulations are not available
or if they are inadequate, then liquid waste disposal shall be In accordance with the United States Public Health Service
Publication No. 526, entifled Manual of Septic Tank Service If liquid waste retention and disposal is dependent upon
pumpers and haulers, they shall be licensed In accordance with state law, and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant
thareto, and In accordance with any other applicable state or local law, and prior to issuance of any license, the licensee
shall provide the township’s Healih Officer with a true copy of an executed agreement in force and effect with a licensed
pumper or hauler, which agreement will assure proper, effactive and frequent removal of liguid waste from the premises so
as to neither create, nor cause a nulsance or menace to the public health.

{F) Solid waste disposal.

{1} The licensees shall provide for solid waste storage on, and removal from, the premises. Storage shall be in
approved, covered and rodent-proof containers, provided in sufficient quantity to accommodate the number of attendants.
Prior to Issuance of any jicense, the licensee shall provide the township's Health Officer with a true copy of an exacuted
agreement in force and effect with a licensed refuse collector, which agreement will assure proper, effective and frequent
removal of solid waste from the premises so as to neither create nor cause a nuisance or menace to the public health unless
another method approved by the county's Health Depariment is shown.

(2) The licensee shall implement effective contro measures to minimlze the presence of rodents, flies, roaches and
other vermin on the premises. Poisonous materials, such as insecticides or rodenticides shali not be used in any way so as
to contaminate food, equipment or otherwise constitute 2 hazard to the public health. Solid waste containing food waste shail
be stored g0 as to be Inaccessible ta vermin. The premises shall be kept in such condition as to prevent the harborage or
feeding of vermin.

(G) Public bathing beaches. The licensee shall provide or make available or accessible public bathing beaches only in
accordance with state law, and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other
applicable provision of state or local faw,

(H) Public swimming pools. The licensee shall provide or make available public swimming pools only in accordance with
state law, and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable provision of



state or Jocal law.

(I} Access and traffic control, The licensee shall provide for ingress to and egress from the premises so as to ensure the
orderly fiow of traffic onto and off of the premises. Access fo the premises shall be from a highway or road which is a part of
the county system of highways or which is & highway maintained by the state. Trafic lanes and other space shali be
provided, designated and kept open for access by ambulance, fire equipment, helicopter and other emergency vehicles.
Prior to the Issuance of a license, the county's Sheriff Department and the township’s Fire Chief must approve the licensee's
plan for access and fraffic control. There must be at least two accesses to a public road or one access route approved by the
township's Fire Chief.

(J) Parking. The licensee shall provide a parking area sufficlent to accommodate all motor vehicles, but in no case shalt
he or she provide less than one automobile space for every four attendants, and no parking shall be allowed on any public
read or right-of-way,

(K} Camping and fraller parking. A licenses who permits attendants to remain on the premises between the hours of 2:00
a.m. and 6:00 a.m. shall provide for camping and trailer parking and faculties in accordance with the state traffic code, and
the rules and regulations adopted pursuant therefo, and in accordance with any other applicable provision by state or focal
law.

(L) fftumination. The licensee shall provide electrical llumination of afi occupied areas sufficient to ensure the safsty of all
attendants. The licensee’s lighting plan shall be approved by the township’s Electrical Engineer. .

{M) Insurance. The licensee shall obtain public liabliity and preperty damage insurance In amounts specified by the
Township Board from a company or companies approved by the state's Commissioner of Insurance, which insurance shall
insure liability for death or injury to persons or damage to property which may result from the conduct of the assembly or
conduct incident thereto and which insurance shall remain in full force and effect in the specified amounts for the duration of
the license. The evidence of insurance shall include an endorsement o the effect that the Insurance company shall notify
the Township Clerk in writing at least ten days before the expiration or cancellation of said insurance.

(N) Bonding. Before the issuance of a license, the licensee shall obtain, from a corporate bonding company authorized to
do business in the state, a corporate surety bond in the amount specified by the Township Board in a form to be approved
by the Township Altorney, conditioned upon the licensee's faithfui compliance with all of the terms and provisions of this
chapter and all applicable provisions of state or local law, and which shall indemnify the township, its agents, officers, and
employees and the Town Board against any and all loss, injury or damage whatever arising out of or in any way connected
with the assembly and which shall indemnify the owners of property adjcining the assembly site for any costs attributable to
cleaning up and/or removing debris, trash or other waste resultant from the assembly, and any person or property damage
done by attendants of the outdoor assembly.

(O) Fire protection. The licensee shall, at his or her own expense, take adequate steps as determined by the state's Fire
Marshal, to ensure fire protection.

(P) Sound producing equipment. Sound producing equipment, including but not limited to public address systems,
radios, phonographs, musical instruments and other recording devices, shalt not be operated on the premises of the
assembly s0 as to be unreascnably loud or raucous, or so as to be a nuisance or disturbance to the peace and tranquility of
the citizens of the township and in no case shall the decibel level exceed 60 decibels between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and
11:00 p.m., and £0 decibels between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and :00 a.m. at the nearest public road.

{Q) Access gales. There will be sufficient gates properly located so as to provide ready and safe ingress and egress,

(R) Miscellaneous. Prior to the Issuance of a license, the Township Board may imposs any other condition(s) reasonably
caloulated to protect the health, safety, welfare and property of attendants or of citizens of the fownship.,

{Prior Code, § 15.010) (Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978, Ord. passed - -) Penalty, see § 96.99
§ 96.08 REVOCATION.

The Township Board may revoke a license whenever the licensee or his or her employees or agents fails, neglects or
refuses to fully comply with any and all provisions and requirements set forth herein or with any and ail provisions,
regulations, ordinances, statutes or other laws incorporated herein by reference.

(Prior Code, § 15.011) (Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978, Ord. passed ~-)
§ 96.09 VIOLATIONS,

It shall be unlawiul for a licensee or his or her employee or agent to knowingly:

(A} Advertise, promote or sell tickets to, conduct, or operate an assembly without first obtaining a license as herain
provided,;

(B} Conduct or operate an assembiy in such a manner as to create a public or private nuisancs;
(C) Conduct or permit, within the assembly, any obscene display, exhibition, show, play, entertainment or amusement;

(D) Permit any person on the premises to cause or create a disturbance fn, around, or near the assembly by ocbscene or
disorderly conduct;



(E} Permit any person to unlawfully consume, sell, or possess intoxicating fiquor while on the premises; and/or

(F) Permit or allow any person to uniawfully use, sell, or possess any narcotics, narcotic drugs, drugs or other
substances, as defined by state iaw,

(Pricr Code, § 15.012) (Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978, Ord. passed - -) Penally, see § 96.99
§ 96.99 PENALTY.

(A) Any person, corporation, firm or, other entity who violates any provision of this chapter is responsible for a municipal
civll infraction, subject to payment of a civll fine in accordance with the Township Fee Schedule, plus costs and other
sanctions, for each violation, as aighorized by § 10.99 of this code of ordinances, and other applicable laws. Repeat

offenses under this chapter shall be subject to increased fines in the amounis as provided by § 10.98 of this code of
ordinances.

(BY I is further provided that any of the above violations is a sufficient basis for revocation of the license and for the
enjolning in the Cireuit Court of the assembly.

{Prior Code, § 15.012) {Ord. 140, effective 9-7-1978; Ord. 99-8, passed 11-11-1989, Ord. passed - -)
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ORDINANCE 71-123

. Alpine Township
Public Gatherings Ordinance

An ordinance to license, regulate and control, in the interest of the public health, safety

~ and welfare, outdoor gatherings of persons in excess of 1,000 in number, to provide penalties for

violations thereof and to repeal all ordinances inconsistent therewith,
The Township of Alpine ordains as follows:
Section I, Preamble,

The Alpine Township Board finds and declares that the interests of the public
health,safety and welfare of the citizens of Alpine Township require the regulation, licensing and
control of assemblages of large numbers of people in excess of those normally using the health,
sanitation, fire, police, transportation, utility and other public services regularly provided in this
township.

Section II, Definitions

&. "Outdoor assembly”, hereinafter referred to as "assembly", means any event, attended
by more than 1,000 attendants, all or any part of which includes a theatrical exhibition, public
show, display, entertainment, amusement or other exhibition, including, but not limited to races,
musical festivals, rock festivals, peace festivals or similar gatherings, but does not mean:

1. an event which is conducted or sponsored by a governmental unit or agency on
publicly owned land or property; or

2. an event which is conducted or sponsored by any entity qualifying for tax
exempt status under Section 501 (¢) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as incorporated
by reference in Section 201 of the Michigan Income Tax Act of 1967, Act 281 of the Public Acts
of 1967; or

3. event held entirely within the confines of a permanently enclosed and covered
structure.

b. "Person" means any natural person, partnership, corporation, association or
organization,

c. "Sponsor" means any person who organizes, promotes, conducts, or causes to be
conducted an outdoor assembly,

d. "Attendant” means any person who obtains admission to an outdoor assembly by the
payment of money for admission.

e. "Licensee” means any person to whom a license is issued pursuant to this ordinance,
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Section III, License Required,

A person shall not sponsor, operate, maintain, conduct or promote an outdoor assembly
in Alpine Township unless he shall have first made application for, and obtained, as hereinafter
prescribed, a license for each such assembly,

Section IV, Application for License.

Application for a license to conduct an outdoor assembly shall be made in writing on
such forms and in such manner as prescribed by the clerk of the township and shall be made at
least 60 days prior to date of the proposed assembly, Each application shall be accompanied by a
nonrefundable fee of $100.00 and shall include at least the following:

a. The name, age, residence and mailing address of the person making application.
Where the person making the application is a partnership, corporation or other association, this
information shall be provided for all partners, officers and directors, or members, Where the
person is a corporation, a copy of the articles of incorporation shall be filed, and the names and
addresses shall be provided of all shareholders having financial interest greater than $500.00,

b. A statement of the kind, character, and type of proposed assemble,

¢. The address, legal description and proof of ownership of the sit at which the proposed
assembly is to be conducted, Where ownership is not vested in the prospective licensee, he shall
submit an affidavit from the owner indicating his consent to the use of the site for the proposed
assembly,

d. The date or dates and hours during which the proposed assembly 1s to be conducted.

e. An estimate of the maximum number of attendants expected at the assembly for each
day it is conducted and a detailed explanation of the evidence of admission which will be used
and of the sequential numbering or other method which will be used for accounting purposes,

f. The prospective licensee shall submit samples of prepared or planned advertising copy
which he plans to distribute. Any such copy indicating that the assembly is national or multi-
state in interest shall be prima facie evidence that such assembly will be attended by more than
1,000 attendants.

Section V. Additional Requirements.

Each application shall be accomplished by a detailed explanation including drawings and
diagrams where applicable, of the prospective licensee’s plans to provide for the following:

Police and fire protection,

Food and water sapply and facilities.

Health and sanitation facilities.

Medical facilities and services including emergency vehicles and equipment,

po o
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e.  Vehicle access and parking facilities.

f.  Camping and trailer facilities.

g.  Tlumination facilities.

h,  Communications facilites,

i, Noise control and abatement,

§. Tacilities for clean up and waste disposal.

k.  Insurance and bonding arrangements.

1. Fencing,

m. A map or maps of the overall site of the proposed assembly.
Section V1,

Upon receipt by the clerk, copies of the application shall be forwarded to the chief law
enforcement and health officers for the township, sheriff, the state fire marshal, and to such
appmprlatc public officials as the clerk deems necessary. Such officers and officials shall
review and investigate matters relevant to the application and within 20 days of receipt thereof
shall report their findings and recommendations to the board.

Section VII.

a. Within 30 days of the filing of the application, the board shall either issue, set
conditions prerequisite to the isseance of, or deny, a license.

b. The board may require that adequate security or insurance be provided before a
license is issued.

c. Where conditions are imposed as prerequisite to the issuance of a license, or where
a license is denied, within 5 days of such action, notice there of must be mailed to the applicant
by certified mail, and in the case of denial, the reasons therefore shall be stated in the notice.

Section VIIL,

A license may be denied if:

a. The applicant fails to comply with any or all requirements of this ordinance, or with
any or all conditions imposed pursuant hereto, or with any other applicable provision of state or
local law: or

b. vehicles

The applicant has knowingly made a false, misleading or fraudulent statement in the
application or in any supporting document,

Section IX. License.

A license shall specify the name and address of the licensee, the kind and location of the
assembly, the maximum number of attendants permissible, the duration of the license and any
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other conditions imposed pursuant to this ordinance. It shall be posted in a conspicuous place
upon the premises of the asserably, and shall not be transferred to any other person or location,

Section X, Minimum Requirements,
In processing an application the board shall, at a minimum, require the following:

a. Security personnel. The licensee shall employ at his own expense such security
personnel as are necessary and sufficient to provide for the adequate security and protection of
the maximum number of attendants at the assembly and for the preservation of order and
protection of property in and around the site of the assembly. No license shall be issued unless
the chief law enforcement officer of the township or sheriff, in cooperation with the director of
state police, is satisfied that such necessary and sufficient security personnel will be provided by
the Hicensee for the duration of the assembly.

b. Water facilities. The licensee shall provide p#table water, sufficient in quantity and
pressure to assure proper operation of all water using facilities under conditions of peak demand.
Such water shall be supplied from a public water system, if available, and if not available, then
from a source constructed, located, and approved in accordance with Act 294, Public Acts of
1965, and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other
applicable state or local law, or from a source and delivered and stored in a manner approved by
the county health officer,

¢. Restroom facilities. The licensee shall provide separate enclosed flushing-type water
closets as defined in Act 266, Public Acts of 1929, and the rules and regulations adopted
pursuant thereto and in accordance with any other applicable state or local law, If such flushing-
type facilities are not available, the county health officer may permit the use of other facilities
which are in compliance with Act 273, Public Acts of 1939, and the rules and regulations
adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable state or local law.

The Heensee shall provide lavatory and drinking water facilities constructed, installed,
and maintained in accordance with Act 266 of the Public Acts of 1929, and the rules and
regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable state or local
law. All lavatories shall be provided with hot and cold water and soap and paper towels.

The number and type of facilities required shall be determined, on the basis of the
number of attendants, in the following manner:

FACILITIES MALE /FEMALE
Toilets 1360 1:200
Urinals 1:100

Lavatories 1:200  1:200

- Drinking Fountains 1:500  1:500
Taps or Faucets 1:500  1:500
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Where the assembly is to continue for more than 12 hours, the license shall provide
shower facilities, on the basis of the number of attendants, in the following manner:

FACILITIES 4_ MALE /FEMALE
Shower Heads 1:100  1:.100

Al] facilities shall be installed, connected, and maintained free from obstructions, leaks
and defects and shall at all times be in operable condition as determined by the county health
officer. ‘

d. Food service. If food service is made available on the premises, it shall be delivered
only through concessions licensed and operated in accordance with the provisions of Act 269,
Public Acts of 1968, and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance
with any other applicable state or local law.

If the assembly is distant from food service establishments open to the public, the
licensee shall make such food services available on the premises as will adequately feed the
attendants.

. Medical facilities, If the assembly is not readily and quickly accessible to adequate
existing medical facilities, the licensee shall be required to provide such facilities on the
premises of the assembly. The kind, location, staff strength, medical and other supplies and
equipment of such facilities shall be as prescribed by the county health officer.

f. Liquid waste disposal. The licensee shall provide for liquid waste disposal in
accordance with all rules and regulations pertaining thereto established by the county health
officer. If such rules and regulations are not available or if they are inadequate, then liquid waste
disposal shall be in accordance with the United State# Public Health Service Publication No.
526, entitled "Manual of Septic Tank Practice." If liquid waste retention and disposal is
dependent upon pumpers and haulers; they: shall be licensed in accordance with any other
applicable state or local law, and, prior to issuance of any license, the licensee shall provide the
county health officer with a true copy of an executed agreement in force and effect with a
licensed pumper or hauler, which agreement will assure proper, effective and frequent removal

of liquid waste from the premises so as to neither create nor cause a nuisance or menace to the

public health,

g Solid waste disposal. The licensee shall provide for solid waste storage on, and
removal from, the premises. Storage shall be in approved, covered, fly tight and rodent proof
containers. Storage in sufficient quality to accommodate the number of attendants. Prior to
issuance of any license, the licensee shall provide the county. health officer with a true copy of an
executed agreement in force and effect with a licensed refuse collector, which agreement will
assure proper, effective and frequent removal of solid waste from the premises so as to neither
create nor cause a nuisance or menace to the public health,

The licensee shall implement effective control measures to minimize the presence of
rodents, flies, roaches and other vermin on the premises. Poisonous materials, such as
insecticides or rodenticides shall not be used in any way so as to contaminate food, equipment to
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otherwise constitute a hazard to the public health. Solid waste containing food waste shall be
stored so as to be inaccessible to vermin, The premises shall be kept in such condition as to
prevent the harborage or feeding of vermin,

h, Public bathing beaches. The license shall provide or make available or accessible
public bathing beaches only in accordance with Act 218, Public Acts of 1967, and the rules and
regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable provision of
state or local law.

i. Public swimming pools, The licensee shall provide or make avallable public
swimming pools only in accordance with Act 230, Public Acts of 1966, and the rules and
regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable provision of
state or local law,

jo Access and traffic control. The licensee shall provide for ingress to and from the
premises. Access to the premises shall be from a highway or road which is a part of the county
system of highways or which is a highway maintained by the State of Michigan, Traffic lanes
and other space shall be provided, designated and kept open for access by ambulance fire
equipment, helicopter and other emergency vehicles, Prior to the issuance of a license, the
director of the department of state police and the director of the department of state highways
must approve the licensee’s plan for access and traffic control,

k. Parking. The licensee shall provide a parking. area sufficient to accommodate all
motor vehicles, but in no case shall he provide less than one automobile space for every four (4)
attendants,

1, Camping and trailer parking, A licensee who permits attendants to remain on the
premises between the hours of 2 a.m. and 6 4. m. shall provide camping and trailer parking and
facilities in accordance with Act 171, Public Acts of 1970, and the rules and regulations adopted
pursuant thereto, and in accordance with any other applicable provision by state or local law,

m. Illumination. The licensee shall provide electrical illumination of all oceupied areas
sufficient to insure the safety and comfort of all attendants. The licensee’s lighting plan shall be
approved by the board,

fi. Insurance, Before the issuance of a license, the licensee shall obtain public liability

" insurance with limits of not less than $100,000/$300,000 and property damage insurance with a

limit of not less than $100,000 company or companies approved by the commissioner of
insurance of the State of Michigan, which insurance shall insure lability for death or injury to
persons or damage to property which may result from the conduct of the assembly or conduct
incident thereto and which insurance shall remain in full force and effect in the specified
amounts for the duration of the license. The evidence of insurance shall include an endorsement
to the effect that the insurance company shall notify the clerk of the township, in writing at least
10 days before the expiration or cancellation of said insurance.

0. Bonding. Before the issuance of a license the licensee shall obtain, from a corporate
bonding company authorized to do business in Michigan, a corporate surety bond in the amount
of $100,000 to be approved by the township attomey, conditioned upon the licensee’s faithful
compliance with all of the terms and provisions of this ordinance and all applicable provisions of
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state or local law, and which shall 1ndcmn1fy the township, its agents, officers, and employees
and the board against any and all loss, injury or damage whatever arising out of or in any way
connected with the assembly and which shall indemnify the owners of property adjoining the
assembly site for any costs attributable to cleaning up and/or removing debris, trash, or other '
waste resultant from the assembly. -

p. Fire protection. The licensee shall, at his own expense, take adequate steps as
determined by the state fire marshal to insure fire protection.

q. Audio-visual equipment, Sound-producing and visual equipment including but not
limited to, public address systems, radios, phonographs, musical instruments and other recording
devices, and light producing devices shall not be operated on the premises of the assembly so as
to be unreasonably loud or raucous, or so as to be a nuisance or disturbance to the peace and
tranquility of the citizens of .the township.

r. Fencing. The licensee shall erect a fence completely enclosing the site, of sufficient
height and strength as will preclude persons in excess of the maximum permissible attendants
from gaining access and which will have sufficient gates properly located so as to provide ready
and safe ingress and egress.

s. Communications. The licensee shall provide public telephone equipment for general
use on the basis of at least one unit for each 1,000 attendants.

t. Miscellaneous. Prior to the issuance of a license, his employee or agent fails, neglects
or refuses to fully comply with any and all provisions and requirements set forth herein or with
any and all provisions, regulations, ordinances, statutes, or other laws incorporated herein by
reference.

Section X1, Revocation,

The board may revoke a license whenever the licensee, his employee or agent fails,
neglects or refuses to fully comply with any and all provisions and requirements set forth herein
or with any and all provisions, regulations, ordinances, statutes, or other laws incorporated
herein by reference.

Section XII. Violations.
It shall be unlawful for any person, his employee, or agent, to knowingly:

a. Advertise, promote or sell tickets to, conduct, or operate an assembly without first
obtaining a license as herein provided.

b. Conduct or operate an assembly in such a manner as to create a public or private
nuisance.

¢. Conduct or permit, within the assembly, any obscene display, exhibition, show, play,
entertainment or amusement,

d. Permit any person on the premises to cause or create a disturbance in, around, or near
the assembly by obscene or disorderly conduct,
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¢. Permit any person to unlawfully consume, sell, or possess, intoxicating liquor while
on the premises.

f. Permit any person to unlawfully use, sell, or possess any narcotics, narcotic drugs,
drugs or other substances as defined in Act 343 Public Acts of 1952, '

g Any of the above enumerated violations is a separate offense, is a nuisance per se
immediately enjoinable in the circuit court and, is punishable by imprisonment in the county jail
for not more than 90 days or by fine of not more than $500 or by both such fine and
imprisonment.

h. It is further provided that any of the above violations is a sufficient basis for
revocation of the license and for the immediate enjoining in the circuit court of the assembly.

Section XIII. Severability,

If any portion of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances
shall be found to be invalid by a court, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions or
applications of this ordinance which can be given affect without the invalid portion or
application, provided such remaining portions are not determined by the court to be inoperable,
and to this end the ordinance is declared to be severable.

Section XIV. Short Title,

This ordinance shall be known and cited as the Alpine Township Public Gatherings
Ordinance. '

Section XV. Effective, Date.
This ordinance shall be effective 30 days after date of publication,
All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

Adopted by the Alpine Township Board, Kent County, Michigan at a meeting held on the
2nd day of February, 1971.
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ALPINE TOWNSHIP
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

ORDINANCE NO. 23-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO, 71-123, ENTITLED THE “ALPINE
TOWNSHIP PUBLIC GATHERINGS ORDINANCE”

The Township of Alpine Ordains:

Section 1. Amendment of Qrdinance No. 71-123, That Alpine Township Ordinance No, 71-
23, entitled the “Alpine Township Public Gatherings Ordinance” is hereby amended to read
in full as follows:

Section I. Preamble.

"The Alpine Township Board finds and declares that the interests of the public health, safety
and welfare of the citizens of Alpine Township require the regulation, licensing and control of
assemblages of large numbers of people in excess of those normally using and relying upon
available public services,

Section I, Definitions.

. a. "Outdoor assembly” or “assembly,” means any event, attended by more than 350
attendants, all or any part of which includes a theatrical exhibition, public show, display,
entertainment, amusement or other exhibition, including, but net limited to, races, musical
festivals, rock festivals, or similar gatherings, but does not mean:

1, an event which is conducted or sponsored by a governmental unit or agency on
publicly owned land or propetty; or

2. an event which is conducted by an entity qualifying for tax exempt status under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as incorperated by reference in Section
201 of the Michigan Income Tax Act of 1967, Public Act 281 of 1967 so long as the event is held
on property solely and entirely owned by the same entity qualifying for tax exempt status under
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.

3. an event held entirely within the confines of a fully enclosed and covered
structure,

b. “Person” means any npatural person, pattnership, corporation, association or
organization,

c. "Sponsor" means any person who organizes, promotes, conducts, or causes to be
conducted an outdoor assembly, '
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d. "Attendant”" means any person who attends an outdoor assembly, whethex conditioned
on the payment of money or not.

e. '"Licensee” means any person to whom a license is issued pursuant to this ordinance,

f. “Board” shall mean the Alpine Township Board of Trustees or its designees.
Section I, License Required,

A person shall not sponsor, operate, maintain, conduct or promote an outdoor assembly
in Alpine Township unless they have first made application for, and obtained as hereinafter
prescribed, a license for each such assembly. :

Section IV, Application for License,

Application for a license to conduct an outdoor assembly shall be made in writing on
such forms and in such manner as prescribed by the clerk of the Township and shall be made at
least 45 days before the date of the proposed assembly. Each application shall be accompanied by
a nonrefundable fee as set by resolution of the Board from time to time and shall include at least

the following:

2, "The name, residence and mailing address of the person making application, Where
the person making the application is a pattnership, corporation or other association, this
information shall be provided for all pariners, officers and directors, or members. Where the
person is a corporation or similar entity, a copy of the articles of incorporation or other
documentation shall be filed, and the names and addresses shall be provided of all shareholders
having a financial interest greater than $106,000.00.

b. List the names and addresses and phone numbers of any; (1) sponsors, (2) operators,
(3) promoters, and (4) property owner(s) participating in proposed assembly if different than the
applicant.

C. ‘A statement of the kind, character, and type of proposed assembly.

d. The address, legal description and proof of ownership of the site at which the
proposed assembly is to be conducted. Where ownership is not vested in the prospective licensee,
the applicant shall submit an affidavit from the owner indicating their consent to the use of the site
for the proposed assembly.

e, The date or dates and hours during which the proposed assembly is to be conducted.

£ An estimate of the maximum number of attendants expected at the assembly for
each day it is conducted and an explanation of the means by which attendance will be measured
for reporting purposes,

g The prospective licensee shall identify whether the assembly will be advertised and
if so, the manner in which this will occur.
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h. Such other information, plans, etc. as otherwise provided for in this ordinance.
Section V. Additional Requirements,

Each application shall be accomplished by a detailed explanation including drawings and
dtagrams where applicable, of the prospective licensee's plans to provide for the following:
Police and fire protection.

Food and water supply and facilities,

Health and sanitation facilities.

Medical facilities and services including emergency vehicles and equipment.
Vehicle access and parking facilities.

Illumination facilities.

Communications facilities.

Noise control and abatement.

Facilities for clean up and waste disposal.

Insurance and bonding arrangements,

Fencing.

A map or maps of the overall site of the proposed assembly.

FRTEER e 0 o

Section VL

Upon receipt by the clerk, copies of the application shall be forwarded to the chief law
enforcement and health officers for the Township, including the sheriff, the fire chief, and to such
other appropriate public officials as necessitated by law. Such officers and officials shall review
and investigate matters relevant to the application and within 20 days of receipt thereof shall report
their findings and recommendations to the Board.

Section VII.

a. Within 30 days of the filing of the application, the Board shall either issue the
license (with or without conditions) or deny the same.

b. The Board may require that adequate security or insurance be provided before
a license is issued.

c. Where conditions are imposed as prerequisite to the issuance of a license, or
where a license is denied, within 5 days of such action, notice thereof must be mailed to the

applicant by certified mail, and in the case of denial, the reasons therefore shall be stated in the
notice.

Section VIII,

A license may be denied if:
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a. The applicant fails to comply with any or all requirements of this ordinance, or
with any or all conditions imposed pursuant hereto, or with any other applicable provision of state

or local law; .
b. The applicant kas knowingly made a false, misleading or fraudulent statement in

the application or in any supporting document,

c. The applicant has been found by a competent tribunal to be in violation of an
outdoor gathering license within the previous 12 months; or

d. The applicant or any person or entity listed under Section 1V(b) that is in arrears
for any fines or taxes owed to the Township unless under lawful appeal.

e. The application or associated plans fails to meet the provisions of this ordinance.

Section IX. License,

A license shall specify the name and address of the licensee, the kind and location of the
assembly, the maximum number of attendants permissible, the duration of the license and any
condlitions imposed pursuant to this ordinance. The license shall be posted in a ¢onspicuous
place upon the premises of the assembly, and may not be transferred to any other person or
location.

Section X. Minimum Requirements,
In processing an application the Township shall, at a minimum, require the following:

a. Security personnel. The licensee shall employ at their own expense such security
personnel as are necessary and sufficient to provide for the adequate security and protection of
the maximum number of attendants at the assembly and for the preservation of order and protection
of property in and around the site of the assembly. No license shall be issued unless the chief
law enforcement officer of the Township is reasonably satisfied that such necessary and sufficient
security personnel will be provided by the licensee for the duration of the assembly.

b, Water facilities. The licensee shall provide potable water, sufficient in quantity and
pressure to assure proper operation of all water-using facilities under conditions of peak demand.
Such water shall be supplied from a public water system, if available, and if not available, then
from a source constructed, located, and approved in accordance with State law, and the rules and
regulations adopted pursuant thereto,

c. Restroom facilities, The licensee shall provide separate enclosed flushing-type
water closets in accordance with any applicable state or local law. If such flushing- type facilities
ate not available, the Township, upon the recommendation of the county health officer, may permnit
the use of other facilities which are in compliance with other applicable state or local law.
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d. Food service. Iffood service is made available on the premises, it shall be delivered
only through employees or contractors licensed and operated in accordance with any applicable
state or local law.

e, Medical facitities, If the assembly is not readily accessible to adequate existing
medical facilities, the licensee shall be required to provide such facilities on the premises of
the assembly. The kind, location, staff strength, medical and other supplies and equipment of such
facilities shall be as preseribed by the county health officer.

£ Liquid waste disposal, The licensee shall provide for liquid waste disposal in
accordance with all rules and regulations pertaining thereto established by law, If liquid waste
retention and disposal is dependent upon pumpers and haulers, they shall be licensed in accordance
with any other applicable state or local law, and, prior {o issuance of any license, the licensee shall
provide the Township with a true copy of an executed agreement in force and effect with a
licensed pumper or hauler, which agreement will assure proper, effective and frequent removal
of liquid waste from the premises so as to neither create nor cause a nuisance or menace to the
public health. '

g Solid waste disposal. The licensee shall provide for solid waste storage on, and
removal from, the premises. Storage shall be in approved, covered, fly tight and rodent proof
containers, Storage in sufficient quality to accommodate the number of attendants. Prior to
issuance of any license, the licensee shall provide the county health officer with a true copy of an
executed agreement in force and effect with a licensed refuse collector, which agreement will
assure proper, effective and frequent removal of solid waste from the premises so as to neither
create nor cause a nuisance or menace to the public heaith,

The licensee shall implement effective control measures to minimize the presence of
rodents, flies, roaches and other vermin on the premises. Poisoncus materials, such as
insecticides or rodenticides shall not be used in any way so as to contaminate food, equipment
to otherwise constitute a hazard to the public health. Solid waste containing food waste shall be
stored so as to be inaccessibie to vermin. The premises shall be kept in such condition as to
prevent the harborage or feeding of vermin.

h, Access and traffic control. The licensee shall provide for ingress fo and from the
premises. Aocess to the premises shall be from a highway or road which is a part of the county
system of highways or which is a highway maintained by the State of Michigan. Traffic lanes
and other space shall be provided, designated and kept open for access by ambulance, fire
equipment, or other emergency vehicles as reasonably necessary. Prior to the issuance of a
license, the Kent County Road Commission and or Michigan Department of Transportation, as
applicablé, must approve the licensee’s plan for access and traffic control.

i. Parking. The licensee shall provide a parking area sufficient to accommodate all
motor vehicles, but in no case shall he provide less than one automobile space for every four (4}
attendants..
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J [llumination. The licensee shal! provide electrical illumination of all occupied
areas sufficient to ensure the safety and comfort of all attendants. The licensee's lighting plan shall
be approved. by the Board.

k. Insurance. Before the issuance of a license, the licensee shall obtain public liability
insurance with limits of not less than $1,000,000/$5,000,000 and property damage insurance with
a limit of not less than $1,000,000 with a company or companies approved by the State of
Michigan, which insurance shall insure Liability for death or injury to persons or damage to
propetty which may result from the conduct of the assembly or conduct incident thereto and which
insurance shall remain in full force and effect in the specified amounts for the duration of the
license. The evidence of insurance shall include an endorsement to the effect that the insurance
company shall notify the clerk of the Township, in writing at least 10 days before the expiration
or cancellation of said insurance.

1. Bonding. Before the issuance of a license the licensee shall obtain, from a
corporate bonding company authorized to do business in Michigan, a performance bond in the
amount of not less than $1,000,000 to be approved by the Township, conditioned upon the
licensee's faithful compliance with all of the terms and provisions of this ordinance and all
applicable provisions of state or local law, and which shall indemmnify the Township, its agents,
officers, and employees against any and all loss, injury or damage whatever arising out of or in
any way connected with the assembly.

m, Fire protection. The licensee shall, at their own expense, take adequate steps as
determined by the Township Fire Chief to address fire protection needs and services for the
assembly.

n. Audio-visual equipment. Sound-producing and visual equipment including but not
limited to, public address systems, radios, phonographs, musical instruments and other recording
devices, and light producing devices shall not be operated on the premises of the assembly so as
to be unreasonably loud or raucous, or so as to be a nuisance or disturbance to the peace and
tranquility of the citizens of the township or to otherwise violate Township ordinances.

0. Fencing. The licensee shall erect a fence completely enclosing the site, of sufficient
height and strength as will preclude persons in excess of the maximum permissible attendants
from gaining access and which will have sufficient gates properly located so as to provide ready
and safe ingress and egress.

P. Zoning. The licensee shall comply with all applicable zoning requirements.
Section XI. Revocation,
The Board may revoke a license whenever the licensee, or their employee or agent fails,

neglects or refuses to fully comply with any and all provisions and requirements set forth herein
or with any and all provisions, regulations, ordinances, statutes, or other laws incorporated

{06574-004-00156977.3}



herein by reference. Except in the event of a public safety emergency, revocation shall be preceded
by notice of the grounds for the same and the licensee shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard.

Section XII. Violations.

It shall be unlawful for any person, their employee, or agent, to knowingly:

a. Advertise, promote or sell tickets to, conduct, or operate an assembiy without first
obtaining a license as herein provided,

b. Conduct or operate an assembly in such a manner as to create a public or private
nuisance,
c. Conduct or permit, within the assembly, any obscene display, exhibition, show,

play, entertainment or amusement.

d. Permit any person on the premises to cause or create a dlsturbancc in, around, or
near the assembly by obscene or disorderly conduct.

e Permit any person to unlawfully consume, sell, or possess, intoxicating liquor while
on the premises.

f. Permit any person o unlawfully use, sell, or possess any narcotics, narcotic drugs,
drugs or other substances.

Any of the above enumerated violations is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, by fine of not more than $500, or by both such fine and imprisonment, Without
limiting the foregoing, any violation shall also by deemed a nuisance per se and subject to
injunctive and equitable relief in the manner and to the extent provided in law and equity.

It is further provided that any of the above enumerated violations is a sufficient basis for
revocation of the license.

Section X1IX. Severability.

If any portion of this ordinance -or the application thereof to any person or
circumstances shall be found to be invalid by a court or tribunal of competent jurisdiction,
such invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions or applications of this ordinance which
can be given affect without the invalid portion or application, provided such remaining
portions are not determined by the court to be inoperable, and fo this end the ordinance is

declared to be severable.
Section X1V, Short Title.

This ordinance shall be known and cited as the Alpine Township Public Gatherings
Ordinance.
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Section 2. Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are, to the extent
of such conflict, repealed.

Section 3, Effective Date, This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days after publication of a summary
of the provisions thereof in a local newspaper of general circulation within the Township.

YES: Scheidel, Cordes, Symko, Madura, Alt, Schweitzer, Wahlfield
NO: None
ABSENT: None

ORDINANCE NO. 23-04 DECLARED ADOPTED.

N Sl
e Moo Syl
Gxeg M"—a'ma, Supervisor Emily Synjkp, Cleatk

I, Emily Symko, the Cletk of Alpine Township, affirm that the foregoing is a true and
accurate copy of an ordinance adopted by the Township Board of Alpine Township at a special

meeting held on August 1, 2023, B(A/SW

Emily Syr Cle
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6/4/25, 11:51 AM Plainfield Charter Township {Kent Co.}, Ml Code of Ordinances
Chapter 24 - OUTDOOR GATHERINGS

Foofnotas:

e (1) = .

Editor's note— Ord. No. 847, § 1, adopted October 1, 2012, amended the Code by repealing former ch. 24, §§ 24-1—24-3,
24-31—24-39, and adding a new ch. 24. Former ch. 24 pertained to similar subject matter, and derived from the Comp.
Ords, of 1988, § 14.001—14.012, '

Sec. 24-1. - Preamble.

The township finds and declares that the interests of the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens
of the township require the regufation, licensing and control of assemblages of large numbers of people In
excess of those normally drawing upon the public safety, transportation and other public services regularly

provided in this township,

(Ord. No. 847, § 1, 10-1-2012)

Sec, 24-2, - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shalf have the meanings ascribed to

them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Attendee means any person who obtains admission to an outdoor assembly whether admission is

granted in consideration of payment of money, rendering services, or freely.
Licensee means any person to whom a license is issued pursuant to this chapter.

Outdoor assembly, orassembly means any event attended by more than 500 attendees at a given time,
all or any part of which includes a theatrical exhibition, public show, display, entertainment, amusement or

other exhibition, but does not mean: ,

(1) An event which is conducted or sponsored by governmental unit or agency or political

subdivision of the state;

(2) A parade or march, provided any and all applicable approvals have been obtained from the
county road commission and the township;

{3) Any event held entirely within the confines of a permanently enclosed and covered structure;
(4) A school-sponsored event; or

(5) Any assembly that has received specific approval from the township as an approved use
within a planned unit development and is specifically regulated under the planned unit

development,
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Sponsor means any person who organizes, promotes, conducts, or causes to be conducted an outdoor
assembly.

(Ord. No. 847,81, 10-1-2012)

Sec, 24-3. - Violations,

(a) Itshall be uniawful for a licensee, his employee, or agent, to knowingly:

(1) Advertise, promote or sell tickets to, conduct, or operate an assembly without first obtaining a
license as herein provided.

(2) Conduct or operate an assembly contrary to any requirement contained herein or any
condition attached to the issuance of the license.

(3) Conduct or operate an assembly in such a manner as to create a public or private nuisance.

{b) Each of the above enumerated violations is a separate offense, pﬂnishable by a municipal civil

infraction, and is a nuisance per se immediately enjoinable in the circuit court,

(c) Itis further provided that any of the above violations is a sufficient basis for revocation of the
license and for the immediate enjoining in any court having proper jurisdiction.
(Ord. No. 847,81, 10-1-2012)

Sec, 24-4. - License required,

A person shall not spensor, operate, maintain, conduct or promote an outdoor assembly In the township

unless he shail have first made application for, and obtained, as hereinafter prescribed, a license for each
such assembly.

(Ord. No. 847, § 1, 10-1-2012)

Sec, 24-5, - Application for license,

Application for a license to conduct an outdoor assembly must be made in writing on such forms and in
such manner as prescribed by the township. The application shall be filed sufficiently in advance of the
proposed assembly to allow adequate time for the review process described herein and, at the applicant's
option, sufficiently in advance of the proposed assembly to allow for any possible appeal of an adverse
decision by the community development director to the township board. Any application received less than
28 days before the proposed assembly may be rejected, Each application shall be accompanied by a
nonrefundable fee as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the township board
from time to time, and shall include at least the following;

(1)
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The name, age, residence, telephone number and mailing address of the person making the application,
Where the person making the application is a partnership, corporation, limited liability company, or other

association, this information shall be provided for ali partners, LLC members, officers and directors.
(2) Astatement of the kind, character, and type of proposed assembly,
(3) The address, legal description and proof of ownership of the site at which the proposed
assembly is to be conducted. Where ownership of the site, including any site used for off
premises parking, is not vested in the prospective licensee, the prespective licensee shall

submit an affidavit from the owner indicating his consent to the use of the site for the

proposed assembly.

(4) The date(s) and hours during which the proposed assembly is to be conducted.

(5) An estimate of the maximum number of attendees expected at the assembly for each day it is
conducted and a detailed explanation of the evidence of admission which will be used and of
the subsequential numbering or other method which will be used for accounting purposes,

{6) A map or maps of the overall site of the proposed assembly.

(7) A detailed explanation, Including drawings and diagrams where applicable, of the prospective
licensee's plans for providing for the following:

a. Police and fire protection and provisions for deployment of emergency services;

b. Vehicle access, parking facllities, pedestrian access routes together with'supervised
crossing of roads with speed limits of 35 mph or greater, and any proposed shuttle
service; and

¢. Noise control and mitigation.

(Ord. No, 847,81, 10-1-2012)

Sec. 24-6. - Review of application.

The application, together with the application fee, shail be filed with the community development
department. The community development director shall, in turn, forward copies of the application to the
township fire chief, the sheriff's department, the road commission and/or state department of
transportation and the township superintendent for their review and recommendations. Such
officials/agencies shall review and investigate matters relevant to the application and report their findings
and recommendations to the community development director within 14 days so as to allow the community
development director the ability to timely process the application. The purpdse of the review process shall
be to ensure that adequate provisions exist for fire and safety protection, parking and traffic control
measures, and to ensure that the assembly will not produce such noise as to become a nuisance. When

application is made by the same applicant for an outdoor assembly similar to one previously approved at
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the same site within 15 months from the date of application, the community department director may, in his

or her discretion, act on the application without submitting the application to the various officiais/agencies
described in this section, '

(Ord. No, 847, 8 1, 10-1-2012)

Sec, 24-7, - Issuance of license,

Within 28 days of the filing of the application, the community development director shall issue, issue with
conditions, or deny a license. When a license is denied, or approved with conditions, within five days of such
action, notice thereof must be mailed to the applicant by certified mail, and, in the case of denial, the
reasons therefore shall be stated in the notice. The applicant may appeal any ruling to the township board
by filing an appeal with the township clerk within seven days of the malling of the ruling by the community
develepment director. The appeal shall set forth the reason(s) the applicant believes the ruling should be
modified or reversed. The township board shall conduct a hearing at the nexé regular board meeting that is
scheduled no less than seven days from the date of receipt of the appeai. The township board, may affirm,

reverse, or modify the ruling of the community development department.

Within 28 days of the filing of an application for an outdoor event exceed_i'ng an expected attendance of
2,000 attendees at a given time, the community development director shalt refer, with his recommendation,
the application to the township board, which shall Issue, issue with conditions, or deny a license within 30
days of its initial consideration of the application. When a license is denied, or approved with conditions,
within five days of such action, notice thereof must be mailed to the applicant by certified mail, and, in the

case of denial, the reasons therefore shall be stated in the notice.

(Ord, No, 847, § 1, 10-1-2012)

Sec. 24-8. - Denial of license.

A license may be denied if:

(1) The applicant fails tc comply with any or all requirements of this chapter, or with any or all
conditions imposed pursuant herete, or with any other applicable provision of state or local

law; or

(2) The applicant has knowingly made a false, misleading or fraudulent statement in the

application or in any supporting document.

(Ord. No. 847,81, 10-1-2012}

Sec. 24-9. - License information; posting, transfer.

about:blank 416



6/4125, 11:51 AM

Plainfield Charter Township (Kent Co.), Ml Code of Ordinances

A license shall specify the name and address of the licensee, the kind and location of the assembly, the

maximurn number of attendees permissible, the duration of the license and any cther conditions imposed

pursuant to this chapter, The license shall be posted in a conspicuous place upon the premises of the

assembly, and shall not be transferred to any other person or location,

(Ord. No, 847, § 1, 10-1-2012)

Sec. 24-10, - Minimum requirements,

All licenses shall, at a minimum require the following:

(1)

()

(5)

Security personnel, The licensee Is responsible for employing such security personnel as are
necessary and sufficient to provide for the adequate security and protection of the maximum
number of attendees at the assembiy and for the preservation of order and protection of
property in and around the site of the assembly. No license shali be issued unless the sheriff
or his designee s satisfied that such necessary and sufficient security personnel will be

provided by the licensee for the duration of the assembly.

Parking. The license shall provide a parking area sufficlent to accommodate all motor vehicles,

with at least one automoblle space for every four attendees.

Access and traffic control. The licensee shali provide for ingress to and egress from the
premises so as to ensure the orderly flow of traffic onto and off the premises and any parking
facllities accessed by shuttle service, If all or a portion of the parking Is a distance from the
location of the actual gathering, the licensee shall provide for adequate shuttle service and a
pedestrian access plan with supervised pedestrian crossings of roads with speed limits of 35
mph or greater. Prior to the issuance of a license, the road commission, state department of
transportation, or sheriff shall approve or approve with modifications the licensee's pian for

access and traffic contral,
Fire protection. The licensee shall, at its own expense, take adequate steps as determined by

the fire chief or his designee to ensure fire protection and an emergency services deployment
plan,

Noise control. The licensee shall ensure that the noise related to the assembly including, but
not limited to, performances shalt not be operated on the premises of the assembly so as to
be unreasonably loud or raucous or so as to be a nuisance or disturbance to the peace and

tranquility of the citizens of the township.

(Ord, No. 847, § 1, 10-1-2012}

Sec, 24-11, - Additlonal conditions imposed by the township.
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To ensure that the assembly is conducted in a manner consistent with the intent of this chapter, the
township may impose reasonable conditions and restrictions on any license including, but not limited to,
conditions and restrictions related to duration of the event, access management, noise control that are
reasonably calculated to protect the health, safety, welfare and property of attendees or of citizens of the
township. The conditions and restrictions Imposed may include, but are not limited to, any conditions and

restrictions recommended or imposed by the reviewing agencies.

(Ord. No, 847,81, 10-1-2012)

Sec, 24-12, - Revocation.

The township board may revoke a license whenever the licensee, his employee or agent fails, neglects or

refuses to futly comply with any and all provisions and requirements set forth in this chapter or with any
other applicable state or local law.

(Ord. No. 847, § 1, 10-1-2012)

about:blank 618



